








‘What the Peace Congress Means—By Benj. F. Trueblood 








Copyright, 1907, by The Sunday School Times Co. 


ay School Cimes 








Lesson for May 12. Joseph Forgives his 
Brothers. Gen. 45 : 1-15; 50: 15-21 


Philadeiphia, April 27, 1907 


Vol. Forty-nine, No. 17 


One dollar a year; in clubs, 
75 cents. See page 218 





Principal Contents This Week 


Notes on Open Letters : 





Is Physical Death the Worst Calamity ? . . 210 
Learning Greek without a Teacher . . « -o7 
What the Peace werd Means. tee Benjamin 'F. True- 
blood, LL.D. » + ORE 
General Lesson Helps . | 212-216 
Along Creek Banks (A ear for Children). By Charles 
: Rsvp ¢ noah oe OF 


e of Suggestions for Children’s Day Committees, 218, 219 
The’ oung People’s Prayer-Meeting. By Robert E. Speer, 220 


a 
Lesson Calendar 

x. April 7.—Jacob’s Vision and God’s Promise . Gen. 28 : 1-5, ro-22 
2. April 14.—God Gives Jacob a New Name. . Gen. 32: 9-12, 22-30 
3. April 21.—Joseph Sold by his Brothers ...... Gen. 37 : 5-28 
4. April 28.—Joseph Faithful in Prison. . . . Gen. 39 : 20 to 40: 15 
5. May 5.—Joseph the Wise Ruler in Egypt . . . . Gen. 41 : 38-49 

6. May 12.—Joseph Forgives his 
Brothers. ...'... Gen. 45: mtg; ; | et 15-20 
7. May 19.—Israel Enslaved in Egypt ...... . LS eng 
Or, Whit-Sunday Lesson ..°. . .-.... — 2:%-15 
8. May 26.—Childhood and Education of Moses. . . Exod. 2: 1-15 
g. June 2.—Moses Called to’Deliver Israel . . . . .. Exod 3 i I-14 
Eksusn & ee See Exod. 12 : 21-30 


ro. June 9.—The Passover. . 
ee ee Exod. 14 ; 13-27 


une 16;—Israel’s Escape from Egypt 
12. ‘June 23.—Review 
une 30.—Temperance Lesson 


a 
The Cost 


By A. F. Byers 


a a eo ee x Cor. 10 : 23-33 


HAT has it cost to-serve my Christ, my Lord? 
Some pleasures yielded lest they hurtful prove, 
Some watching that my steps in straightness move, 
Some waiting till I learned his will and word, 
Some seeking till the Spirit soul-depths stirred, 
Some duties done outside self’s narrow groove, 
Some conduct shunned as conscience did behoove. 
Small cost, when all is told, and rich reward ! 
The joy of Christ fills well the pleasure’s place, 
The walking straight a path of peace doth trace, 
The waiting is communing-time so sweet, 
The seeking leads me to his. blessed feet. 
The cost of serving Christ, when counted full, 
Shows light ’gainst price he paid to save my soul. 


NewakK, N. J. 











When Returns are Greatest 
Children are born in God's image ; 
fades only as sin, voluntarily chosen, gets in its work. 


the likeness 


But the likeness need not fade, if children can be 
held to the standard which God intends, This is 
why work for children is the greatest work in the 
world ; why, as Phillips Brooks said, ‘* He who helps 
a child helps humanity with a distinctness, with an 
immediateness, which no other help given to human 
creatures in any other stage of their human life can 
possibly give again.’’ Are we thinking of this, day by 
day, as the opportunities for serving His little ones 
crowd upon us? Are we careful to show, and to be, 
only our best selves before them? The gain of help- 
ing such a one into character is hinted at in Christ's 
description of the millstone penalty which is prefer- 
able to causing one such to offend. 


x 
A China of Homes 


No home can be at its best unless husband and 
wife find their richest joy and love in each other's 
companionship. A striking testimony to this truth 


comes in a letter from a missionary at Ningpo, China, 
who - writes : 


**She [China] certainly is becoming 





tired of heathenism. A young man, who is going to 
America to study for four years, wrote this week, ask- 
ing the head of our Anglo-Chinese Girls’ School if 
she would receive his wife in the school for the years 
of his absence, teaching her, in addition to the regular 
studies of the school, how to care for and train their 
two children, how to receive guests, how to preside in 
the home and at the table, as he has noticed the for- 
eigners do. Upon his return, his desire is to find his 
now uneducated wife a companion, with all that that 
means. Alas! and alas! how few there are! And it 
is this desire, largely, that is creating the demand all 
over the empire for schools for girls. Young men are 
no .longer content, educated themselves, to take as 
wives young women with whom they cannot possibly 
hope to live on an equality. This discontent is going 
to make a new China,—a China of homes.’ What 
an added responsibility we in Christian lands have 
for giving love the supreme place in all our home life ! 


x 
Testing Our Sabbaths 


God's laws are not established so much to please 
him, as to help us. His laws fail of their loving pur- 
pose unless we see to it that we are helped by them. 
The sabbath law, like all the rest, is meant only for a 
blessing. Are we gaining the fulness of its blessing, 
week by week? The right keeping of the sabbath 


has come to rout. 


means a renewing and a deepening of our spiritual 
life. Mere physical rest will not do this. The sab- 
bath that is only a holiday is a failure as a sabbath. 
The cessation from our regular week-day duties is for 
the resting of the body in order to come closer to God. 
Worship and praise and Bible study help in this. 
Sunday newspapers and golf, even light and ‘* harm- 
less’’ secular reading, do not help, but hinder, the 
purpose of this day. A profitable question at bed- 
time every Sunday evening might be, ‘‘ Has this sab- 
bath day done for me what my Father intended ?"’ 


=< 
Lifting by Expecting Much 


Men will do about what we expect of them. 
Therefore the surest way to help men to better living 
is to show them that we look confidently to them for 
such living. And the surest way to keep men down 
is to show that we do not believe they will ever get 
up. Gypsy Smith's business, like that of every true 
evangelist, is to herald good tidings, not to denounce 
men or proclaim despair because of the sin which he 
His appeal to men who are down 
is this : ‘*‘God means better things for you."*. That 
is meeting men more than half-way ; and to such a 
challenge God's image in man will always respond. 
Let us all be evangelists, —good-tidings folk. To talk 
about the best will make things better. 


The Sunday-School’s Next Move 


A challenge and an invitation, to which it is hoped 


live Sunday-schools everywhere will 


HE day is coming when the Sunday-school that 
has. not sent some of its members to the foreign 
field as missionaries, while at the same time 

numbering still others in its membership as volun- 
teers pledged to go, will be ashamed and self-con- 
demned. The reason why Sunday-schools generally 
have not yet reached this high but practicable stand- 
ard is because most Sunday-school workers do not 
know what the Sunday-school is, and what is the real 
end of its effort. 

For example, the Sunday-school is often spoken of 
as the church of to-morrow, or the child of the church, 
or the children’s church, or as a branch or a depart- 
ment of the church. None of these definitions tells 
the whole truth. All of them are misleading. 

Again, the purpose of Sunday-schooil work is com- 
monly spoken of as Bible-study. And the great end 
of Sunday-school work is usually said to be soul- 
winning. Both of these statements are not only in- 
adequate, but positively harmful in the namewing, 
stultifying limitations that they impose. 

The Sunday-school is not the church of to-morrow, 
nor a branch of the church of to-day ; it zs the church 
engaged in the most important work that God commits 
to men. As the Church Teaching, the Sunday-school 
is the church at work in carrying out the Great Com- 
mission : making disciples, or learners, of all men. 

Bible-study is, of course, only a means to the end 
that the Sunday-school has in view. And that end is 
not soul-winning ; the church would be a body of 
babes, untrained and useless, if it were. Soul-win- 
ning is vital ; the Sunday-school that won no souls 
would be a failure ; but soul-winning is the first step, 
not the last, in Sunday-school effort. Soul-winning 
is the beginning of the actual results that every true 
Sunday-school worker longs to see : God forbid that 
it should be the end.. Yet many a teacher really 
seems to think that he has done about all he need do 
for a given class if he has brought. the -members of 
that class to an open confession of-their Saviour ! 





respond 


. What; then, is the end of Sunday-school work ? 
Character-training for service in the extension of the 
Kingdom. - Not a selfish salvation, a saving. merely 
of our.own self-centered souls ; but a salvation for 
one great purpose only: power to win others to 
Christ, and to train them up in Christ. This is the 
end, the purpose, that should be held up before every 
pupil, young and old, saved and unsaved, in every 
Sunday-school in the world. You are powerless and 
unprofitable and lost without Christ ; you need Christ, 
not merely that you may be saved, but that you may 
make your life count for the eternal enrichment of all 
lives that you touch, 

Where, then, does the work of missions come in, 
in the Sunday-school as this new vision reveals it ? 
Rather, where can the work of missions be left out in 
such a Sunday-school? The true understanding of 
the church at work teaching makes it plain that the 
implanting of the missionary spirit soas to give it 
control of the life of every pupil may fairly be said to 
be the chief and sole purpose of the Sunday-school. 
Therefore if a Sunday-school fails here, it fails not 
only as a powerful ally of the great missionary boards, 
but it fazls as a Sunday-school. And if the Sunday- 
school is the church engaged in the greatest and most 
important work that God permits us to do, and the 
end of the Sunday-school is character-training for 
service in the extension of the kingdom, then if che 
Sunday-school fails in the proper teaching of missions, 
the Church of Jesus Christ is failing at its greatest 
and only commissioned work. That is a strong 
statement, but can we escape its truth ? 

But the church is not going to fail. The past few 
years have marked an awakening to this its strategic 
opportunity and Christ-commissioned obligation such 
as may well give cheer and hope to those who are 
blazing the way. More than one agency has been at 
work, but probably no one other with quite such 
vigor and compelling enthusiasm and = conviction as 
the Young: People’s Missionary ‘Movement, an inter- 
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denominational body of young and older folk whose 
name explains itself. 

Already there is good material at hand upon which 
those superintendents and teachers who, in every 
community, are the real leaders, can lay hold for the 
beginning of this work of definite missionary instruc- 
tion in the Sunday-school. There is a good list now 
of skilfully prepared text books for young people's 
missionary study (the Young People’s Missionary 
movement, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York City, will 
send information to anyone about such material), 
The Managing Editor of the Missionary Review ot the 
World is, in almost every issue of The Sunday School 
Times, telling teachers how to illustrate and drive 
home the missionary truths that are found abundantly 
in the International Lessons, In an early issue of the 
Times a full-page will bé devoted to home-made 
methods of Sunday-school mission-study that Times 
readers have originated and found helpful. Later 
another full-page article will appear, describing a 
great variety of the published material, not only books 
but charts, models, pictures, etc., that is available. 
And the Times’ book department has already pub- 
lished a booklet series of ‘‘ Missionary Studies for the 
Sunday-school."’ 

The work is in its infancy, but it is a sturdy infant, 
and it has God's special blessing from the start. 
Better ways and means than have yet been discovered 
for implanting the missionary spirit in Sunday-school 
will be worked out. You may have a share in this, 
if you will, The best things in Sunday-school work 
come from the individual Sunday-school, where they 
are wrought out in the forge of practical necessity. 

In order to bring the whole matter in a definite way 
before Sunday-school workers, The Sunday School 
Times now invites every Sunday-school represented 
among its readers to enter upon some form of mission- 
ary study, working out its own plans, and thus contri- 
buting to a practical solution of the question, ‘‘ How 
Shall Missions be Studied in the Sunday-school ?"’ 


To the Sunday-school doing the most effective and 


generally practicable mission-study between now and 
next March (1908), The Sunday School Times will 
make an award of twenty-five dollars in gold. 

To each of the four Sunday-schools that come next 
in point of merit for commendable and representative 
mission-study work between now and next March, 
‘The Sunday School Times will make an award of a 
collection of missionary volumes worth fifteen dollars. 

And to every Sunday-school that makes a report. at 
that time on having worked out a successful and 
usable mission-study plan, ‘the Times will give pub- 
lic and honorable mention, and will pay for all such 
descriptions of Sunday-school mission-study methods, 
either in individual classes or in a school as a whole, 
as it can use (except for the material coming from 
schools that receive awards, in which case the awards 
will be counted as compensation for such material). 

In making the awards, the editors will give special 
consideration to schools in varying fields and condi- 
tions, so that the small school shall have just as fair 
an opportunity as the large, and similarly as to coun- 
try and city schools. Indeed, the small school has 
the advantage, so far as getting a working plan into 
operation for the school as a-whole is concerned. 

No suggestions are made here as to what kind of 
mission-study methods are desirable in Sunday-school, 
because the editors want the workers themselves to 
think out and test and perfect their own plans. Mr. 
Pierson's regular missionary lesson article (see page 
215) can be put to good use in any such work. The 
various mission-study text books are available,—your 
denominational publishing house will tell you about 
them, as will the Times advertising columns. The 
Young People’s Missionary Movement will gladly 
help all who seek its help. And the pages of the 
Times should be watched from now on, for information 
that may suggest just what you will need. 

Almost a year is allowed before the making of these 
awards, so that schools may have time to investigate 
and experiment. But do not wait: begin now to 
make plans for mission-study in your school, and get 
plans under way this spring. Then you will be able 
to go on with the work with renewed vigor in the 
autumn, 

There is a bigness in opportunity and privilege 
here that is very different from any ordinary Sunday- 
school movement. To make the Sunday-school the 
chief means, under Christ, for fulfilling the Great 
Commission, is a challenge that will not be lightly 
passed over. John R. Mott wrote to a friend, just 
before starting upon his present trip to the Far East, 
that he believed he was facing the greatest concentra- 
tion of opportunity that had ever confronted him. 
Does not the phrase ‘* the Sunday-school for missions"’ 
suggest such an opportunity to the church ? 
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Is Physical Death 
the Worst Calamity ? 


‘Because of the common but utterly unscriptural 
and un-Christian fear of physical death as though it 
were really a disaster or a punishment to the one 
taken,.it is often hard for persons to realize that:God’s 
own children may be called home by sudden death. 
When such a possibility was hinted at by the Editor 
and another lesson-writer of the Times, in comment- 
ing on the record of the Flood, prompt and positive 
disagreement was expressed by some readers. A 
Quebec correspondent wrote : 


In your Lessor Pilot notes ‘‘ Noah Saved in the Ark," you 
say: ‘‘ Undoubtedly there were many good people, saved 
souls, whose earthly life went out in the flood.’’ Will you 
kindly point out Scripture warrant.for such a statement? 
Genesis 7 : I may reasonably be taken as indicating the very 
opposite. At any rate, surely so definite an assertion as you 
make should have some scriptural ground, if there is such a 
scripture. I should like to find it, as I am totally ignorant of 
its whereabouts. When Sunday comes, I shall feel obliged to 
tell my class that, for once, The Sunday School Times Editor 
is completely off the track. 


A District of Columbia reader similarly objected : 


From the description of the cause of the Flood, as a judg- 
ment of God for the sins of man, given so fully in Genesis 6, 
and the call on one family found ae in Genesis 7, and 
the allusions in 1 and 2 Peter to Noah, I think it is entirely 
unscriptural to suppose any one who had the least repentance 
or fear of God could have perished in the deluge. 


A Massachusetts inquirer expresses interest in the 
suggestion made in that same lesson to the effect that 
death is only an incident in one’s spiritual life, and 
seeks scriptural confirmation of this. She writes : 


I was especially interested in your comments regarding 
God's punishment and God's love, in which you say; among 
other things, ‘‘ Physical death does not change men’s real con- 
dition a particle except to improve it." This I would gladly 
believe, but have not he able to find it in Christ's teachings. 
Does it accord with the King’s words to those on the left- 
hand, as recorded in Matthew 25, and with similar passages 
prmary Fee those who do not put their trust in Christ? I 
would be glad to learn more of your views on this question, if 
you think wise to give them in Notes on Open tters or 
otherwise. 


Jesus Christ ‘taught plainly that eternal life- and 
eternal death are matters of ¢his world. This being 
so, he taught that physical death is not a determining 
factor, but only an incident, in one’s spiritual exist- 
ence. To the children of the lawin Jerusalem Christ 
said, in blessed and unmistakable assurance: ‘‘ Verily, 
verily, I sey unto you, He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath eternal life, 
and cometh not into judgment, but hath passed out of 
death into life.’’ That ought to be scriptural and 
plain enough to satisfy us all. If one rejects Christ's 
word and him that sent him, that one has mot passed 
out of death into life, therefore he is in death, or 
dead, here in this world; dead unto Christ, dead unto 
spiritual joys and experiences. Physical death does 
not cause or commence such a one’s death. He has 
been living in hell on earth,—and many a soul that is 
fighting God knows what that means. The physical 
death of such a one does not alter his spiritual condi- 
tion, which is his attitude toward God, a particle, 
though it probably brings changes that we cannot 
know of. So on the other side, the bright side. 
Those who have heard and accepted Christ as Saviour 
and him that sent him are not kept waiting till the 
next world for eternal life. They have it now and 
here. How Mr. Moody did love to ring out, on the 
platform at Northfield, with all the glowing, electric 
intensity of his big body and voice and spirit, the 
message of the present tense of that word HATH in 
John 5 : 24! Those who have heard and been 
thrilled by Moody’s trumpet-call to enter upon life 
and salvation zow, will never forget the Good News 
as he gave it. ‘* Hath, not will have,’’ was his tri- 
umphant conviction, and Christ was his warrant. 
The American Revision has re-translated some words 
in that verse, but it hasn’t touched that ‘ Zath.”’ 
Thank God, nothing ever can. 

There are other passages in the Bible that point to 
this same truth, though Christ's word would be enough 
for us if there were not. The Preacher (Eccles. 
II : 3) puts a universally recognized truth when he 
says, ‘‘in the place where the tree falleth, there shall 
it be." But the fa// did not determine the place of 
the tree, nor does death determine a man’s place in 
the next world. Judas went ‘to his own place,’’ the 
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place that he chose before death. <‘‘Who shall de- 
liver me out of the body of this death?’’ or, ‘ this 
body of death? ’ exclaimed Paul in agony as he rec- 
ognized the eternal death-grip which ‘the law of sin 
which is in my members’’ would have on him i” this 
life but for Christ his Saviour. ‘+ For the mind of the 
flesh zs [not will be] death ; but the mind of the Spirit 
és [not will be] life and peace.’’ 

Because of this eternal truth, which was so in the 
days of the Deluge as well as now, it is evident that 
God would have us forever rid ourselves of the false, 
untrusting fear of sudden death as necessarily a calam- 
ity. The sudden death of the lost sinners who were 
swept out ot this world by the Flood was only an in- 
cident in God’s plan for giving the world and man- 
kind a new start, a new chance. Those who went to 
eternal death by the flood had entered upon that death 
before the flood. Noah was the righteous man whom 
God saw could best be used for the new start. The 
record nowhere states that Noah was the only right- 
eous head of 1 family at that time. It would seem to 
be a reasonable belief that, as another lesson-writer 
suggested, ‘‘ there were probably good God-fearing 
people who perished in the flood ; they were carried 
along. by the general movement that affected their 
times.’’ Of course, this cannot be proved, for the 
record does not settle it one way or the other. But 
the point to bear in mind is this : sudden death is not 
necessarily .o be understood as Gcd's condemnation. 
Sudden death may come as the most gladsome sur- 
prise that a true child of God could ever know, 
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Learning Greek without a Teacher 

There is no study more fascinating and profitable 
than that of seeking out the truths of the Bible through 
a knowledge of the languages from which our English 
Bible has been translated. More than once The 
Sunday School Times has offered suggestions to read- 
ers who have sought light on how to prepare them- 
selves for such study, and it gladly does so again, in 
answer to the following letter from a Tennesse€ in- 
quirer : 


Can a man learn Greek without a teacher? .If so, ean you 
recommend something suitable for an undergraduate to begin 
with, who has an acute desire to get at the ‘‘ precious truths *’ ? 


I. will greatly appreciate any information yow should givé me 
‘regarding this. I have in my possession Grove’s Greek. and 
—— ictionary, but this is very old. Are there any 
Setter 


One who is determined to learn enough of Greek to 
read the New Testament in that language, and who 
will give himself persistently to its study, should be 
able to do so by the use of certain books which can 
be mastered without a teacher. Two such books, 
which have been recommended before in these:col- 
umns as admirable for this use, are Dr. Samuel G. 
Green's ‘‘ Brief Introduction to New Testament 
Greek,’’ with Vocabularies and Exercises (40 cents), 
and the Westcott and Hort edition of the ‘‘ New Tes- 
tament in .the Original Greek,’’ containing a Greek- 
English Lexicon, by W. J. Hickie ($1.90). In addi- 
tion to these, one might add Harper's ‘ Introductory 
New Testament Greek Method ’’ ($2. 50). 

Dr. Green’s ‘‘Introduction’’ is specially intended 
for those who, without any previous knowledge of 
Greek, wish to learn enough of that language to read 
in the Greek New Testament. The average Sunday- 
school teacher could profitably use it, while at the 
same time many a minister would find it helpful in 
taking the rust off his memory of his college study. 
While one is considering whether to attempt work in 
this field, it is interesting to recall a letter from a 
Massachusetts woman which was. published here a 
dozen years ago, when this subject was under discus- 
sion. She wrote: 


Iam always intensely interested in the contents of your 
paper, and the Notes on Open Letters are frequently most 
helpful and suggestive. I am —— to | to your Cali- 
fornia correspondent in the issue of May 4, and be audacious 
enough to add to your reply a bit from my own experience. 
If she has an aptitude, for languages, besides her other attain- 
ments, I see no reason why she.should not read the New Tes- 
tament in the original Greek. I had just the rudiments of the 
Greek, on leaving the high-school when a girl, and did not 
take it up again until my own children began to study it. 
Now, although not an old lady, my great delight and recrea- 
tion is to take up my Greek Testament, and, although I can- 
not read it as fluently as English, it isa pleasure to go to the 
root meanings of the words, and see their varied use. So 
much light is let in upon the Word, and I seem to see God's 
thought with a more clear vision, and I am lifted up to a 
higher plane of living. Tell your correspondent that ‘* Word 
Studies in the New Testament,"’ by Marvin R. Vincent [$8 for 
set of four volumes], is also a help, as well as Professor Green's 
* Introduction.’’ How happy I was, recently, to find the literal 
meaning of ‘‘sincere’’ and “pure” as used in Philippians 
1:10 and 2 Peter 3: 1, ei/tkrines,—the being viewed in the 
bright sunlight, and found without a flaw ! 


























LESSON FOR MAY 12 (Gen. 45: 1-15; so: 15-21) 











HE National Peace Congress, which has 

just closed in New York, has been a 

revelation to all, even to those familiar 

with the enormous gains of the Peace 

Movement in recent years. From the 

opening service on Sunday evening till 
the closing banquet on Wednesday night the interest 
and enthusiasm have been unparalleled. 

The consecration service om Sunday evening, in 
which Mr. Damrosch had charge of the music, and 
brief addresses were made by Bishop Potter, Rabbi 
Hirsch, and Archbishop Farley, filled the great Car- 
negie Hall to the remotest corners of the topmost 
balcony. At least fifteen hundred people who could 
not get in found accommodation in overflow meetings 
in the Calvary Baptist Church and the Broadway 
Tabernacle near by. That Sunday was, because of 
the number of peace sermons preached throughout the 
nation, the greatest Peace Day in the history of the 
American church. Its influence will be incalculable. 

The throngs continued to the very last. Walls of 
interested faces looked down from the four lofty 
balconies, eager to catch the meaning of all that was 
said and done. Outside many comers hung about 
the doors, unable to find seats. _ It was'a new experi- 
ence to the veteran peacemakers who have learned 
how to get on with small and only half interested 
audiences. The dinner on the closing - evening, 
though the tickets cost four dollars each, grew to such 
proportions that the speakers and guests had to be 
divided, half going to the Astor and half to the Waldorf- 
Astoria, Not less than thirteen hundred sat down to 
the tables,—the greatest banquet, Mr. Carnegie: de- 
clared, which New York has ever had. 

From twelve to fifteen hundred delegates and others 
from thirty-seven of the states of the Union registered 
as ‘members of the Congress. The personnel was very 
Striking. Such a body of men and women is rarely 
seen together. .There were. members.of. the. National 
Cabinet,. members of Congress, members of the 
National and the State Courts, governors of States, 
mayors, presidents of universities and colleges, public 
school men and women, representatlves of great busi- 
ness organizations, prominent church officials and 
ministers of religion. It is needless to gay that the 
tried and experienced peace workers, who have been 
in the front of the movement and loyal to the great 
ideals of peace when its friends had not ‘‘many 
mighty, not many noble’’ among them, were present 
in full: force, very happy to see the cause given such 
an ovation by the nation as never comes to any reform 
until the very eve of its triumph. 


An International Gathering 

Without drawing any invidious distinctions, I may 
mention, as prominent among those in attendance, 
Secretary Root, Governor Hughes, Mayor McClellan, 
Andrew Carnegie, the president of the Congress ; 
President Butler of Columbia, Chancellor McCracken 
of New York University, President McLean of Iowa 
State University, the Hon. Oscar S. Straus, Professors 
James, Miinsterberg, and Francke of Harvard ; Pro- 
fessor Moore and Dean Kirchwey of Columbia, Presi- 
dent Thomas of Bryn Mawr, President Wooley of 
Holyoke, State Superintendent Schaeffer of Pennsyl- 
vania, Rabbi Hirsch, Dr. Hale, Archbishop Ireland, 
Dr. Felix Adler, Judge Gray, Judge Morrow of Cali- 
fornia, Seth Low, the Hon. Richard Bartholdt, the Hon. 
John W. Foster, William Jennings Bryan, the Hon. 
John Barrett, Dr. Lyman Abbott. The list might be 
continued indefinitely. No less than three members 
of the Hague Court were present—one from abroad. 

Distinguished foreigners, too, were there, who had 
come as Mr. Carnegie’s guests for the opening of the 
Institute which he has founded at Pittsburg. Promi- 
nent among them were Senator d’Estournelles de 
Constant, French member of the Hague Court ; Dr. 
John Rhys of Oxford, Vice Chancellor Roberts of 
Cambridge, Sir Robert Cranston, ex-Lord Provost of 
Edinburg ; W. T. Stead, and several others. Baron 
d’ Estournelles received a great welcome, as one of the 
most gifted and successful of the peacemakers of the 
world. Heshowed himself a man of truly international 
spirit, and, though speaking English with only moderate 
ease, he was a great favorite in the Congress. Espe- 
cially did he delight the school children at the great 
young people’s meeting, Tuesday afternoon, at which 
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it was most interesting to see how responsive the boys 
in particular were to appeals in behalf of a higher 
order of patriotism than has usually been taught in 
the schools. Mr. Stead, whose services to the peace 
cause have been very great, though of a unique type, 
was listened to with great pleasure wherever and 
whenever he spoke, in advocacy of the special meth- 
ods of promoting peace which he is urging—national 
appropriations for peace propaganda, obligatory in- 
vestigation of matters of dispute before resort to force, 
and a great peace pilgrimage through the various na- 
tional capitals, 

The opening meeting on Monday afternoon was a 
memorable occasion. Mr. Carnegie presided, and 
opened the speaking with the reiteration of his well- 
known views about the aboliton of war. The dele- 
gates were welcomed by Mayor McClellan. Governor 
Hughes welcomed us in the name of the state of New 
York, and placed himself on record, in a frank, un- 
equivocal way, as a sincere and pronounced believer in 
the international ideals and policies advocated by the 
workers for world peace. Secretary Root's speech, from 
the point of view of the government, was also an ad- 
mirable one and greatly impressed the audience, 
though in the earlier part of it he made more conces- 
sions to things as they are than advanced peace work- 
ers think it is wise or in any way necessary to make. 
But in the latter part, in which he dealt with the 
moral side of the question and the future of the prob- 
lem, he could not well have done better, and he made 
us all feel that so long as he is at the head of it our 
State Department will stand firmly for international 
justice, fairness and a general policy of peace. 

The speaking in the subsequent meetings kept, 
with little exception, to the high plane on which it 
had been pitched at this first meeting. At the second 
session international views of the peace question were 
the subject of discourse. The addresses given were 
by'Baron d’ Estournelles, Professor Miinsterberg, Hon. 
Oscar S. Straus, W. T. Stead, Sir Robert Cranston, 
and others. In ‘these the present essential oneness 
and interdependence of the nations and peoples were 
brought out and a strong plea made for sympathy and 
mutuality as the saving grace of international life. 


Women Plead for the Homes of the Nations 

The women’s meeting Tuesday forenoon was one of 
the best of the whole series and was very inspiring. 
Mrs. Anna Garlin Spencer, who presided, was in her 
way as much a master in the chair, in both direction 
and speech, as Mr. Carnegie himself whose fine in- 
terludes of speech and happy manner, made him 
seem, in spite of his colossal financial power, just one 
of us in the common democratic brotherhood of 
peacemakers. The addresses of Mrs. Mead, of Mrs. 
Henrotin, Mrs. Frederick Nathan, and especially that 
of President ‘Wooley of Holyoke, were all of the best, 
and showed in general more knowledge of the real 
nature and aims of the peace movement than did, on 
the average, those of the men. They pleaded for the 
establishment of peace and the abolition of war in the 
high interest of the homes of the nations. 

A very important meeting was held on Tuesday 
afternoon at the Astor Hotel for the discussion of the 
commercial and industrial aspects of the peace ques- 
tion. The auditorium of the hotel was packed to its 
utmost capacity. The addresses by Baron d’ Estour- 
nelles, Secretary Straus, Hon. John Barrett, and 
others, made very clear that business men and busi- 
ness interests are naturally and necessarily on the 
side of peace. 

The university session on Tuesday evening, which 
was presided over by President Butler of Columbia, 
was a most interesting occasion. The speakers were 
Dr. John Rhys of Oxford University, the Rev, E. S. 
Roberts, Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge University, 
Dr. Felix Adler, just named as Theodore Roosevelt 
professor at Berlin next year; Professor Findlay of 
the City College, New York; Edwin D. Mead, and 
others. The part taken by educated men in the past 
in the peace movement was strongly emphasized, and 
the universities set forth as the natural leaders in the 
cause because of the universal character of education. 

At the same hour Tuesday evening a great meeting 
for workingmen was held in Cooper Union, and ad- 
dressed by Samuel Gompers, Dr. A. S. Crapsey, W. 
T. Stead, and others. The hall was filled to its ut- 
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most capacity, and the interests of labor in the aboli- 
tion of war were strongly urged. 

The interest of the Congress reached its climax on 
Wednesday. The forenoon was spent in a confer- 
ence of the delegates to discuss and pass upon the 
resolutions proposed for adoption. The afternoon 
was given to the consideration of ‘the legislative and 
judicial aspects of the peace movement. It was 
shown in the addresses given that international jus- 
tice and right can really be secured only through judi- 
cial methods, through the extension of law to the 
whole realm of international affairs, through an In- 
ternational Court, and the development of a general 
spirit of international good-will, fairness, and respect. 
An array of able speakers, rarely seen on any plat- 
form, one after another set forth in telling speeches the 
different aspects of the subject—the Hon. Richard Bar- 
tholdt, Judge Morrow of California, Judge Gray, the 
Hon. John W. Foster, and William J. Bryan. When 
the latter arose he met with one of those ovations which 
seem to lie in wait for him wherever he goes. For 
half an hour he held the audience spellbound by as 
fine a plea for peace as I have ever heard. It was 
sound, clear, and. penetrating in thought, noble in 
diction, and breathed in every sentence a rare and 
lofty spirit of humanity. There was no war spirit, 
apparently, left in any one present when he sat down. 


Gems from Many Addresses 

Of the many excellent things said by the speakers, 
here are a few samples. Rabbi Hirsch declared that 
most often it was materialism that had unleashed the 
dogs of war. Bishop Potter thought that we ought to 
thank God for the Hague Tribunal to prevent nations 
from flying at each other's throats. Archbishop Far- 
ley believed that if war was ever to cease, it must be 
through the influence of education and religion. Sec- 
retary Root said that the greatest benefit of the com- 
ing Hague Conference will be in its powerful influence 
molding the characters of men; in the spectacle of 
all the powers meeting in the same place, and exalt- 
ing as worthy of honor national self-control, consider- 
ate judgment, and willingness to do justice. Governor 
Hughes said that statesmen and soldiers alike con- 
demn war, and that against its monstrous cruelties and 
wastefulness commerce and sentiment are alike allied. 
Mr. Straus said that he knew of only one trade that 
always follows the flag, the trade of the grave-digger. 
Earl Grey, Governor-General of Canada, declared that 
nations should never draw the sword until a Round- 
Table conference had been held. Ambassador Bryce 
expressed the hope that the coming Hague Conference 
would deal seriously with the problem of overgrown 
armaments. Mr. Bryan, among other splendid utter- 
ances, declared that war is not a necessity, but an evil 
that man in his imperfection has brought into the 
world, and is no part of the divine plan. Mr. Gom- 
pers declared that workingmen should no longer allow 
themselves to be murdered and mowed down to con- 
quer the markets of barbarians. 

Mr. Carnegie was in his happiest mood during the 
entire Congress. Two surprises came to him, the first 
the presentation to him of a fine white-bordered flag 
by the Daughters of the American Revolution, as a 
tribute to his great services in the cause of peace. 
The other was the conferring upon him, for the same 
reason, by the French Government, through Baron 
d’ Estournelles, of the Cross of the Legion of Honor. 

It is difficult to say just what the National Peace 
Congress has accomplished. It is only one step in a 
great movement. But it has revealed, as no other 
event has revealed, the deep and growing power of 
the principles and ideals of peace over the minds and 
hearts of not only the American people, but of all the 
peoples of the world. It was, taken all in all, the 
greatest peace gathering of a popular character ever 
held. Its influence in fortifying and promoting the 
movement in all lands cannot but be great, wide- 
reaching, and lasting. Being called especially to 
bring American public sentiment to bear at the forth- 
coming Hague Conference, it confined itself pretty 
closely, in the resolutions adopted, to declaring itself 
in favor of what may reasonably be expected of the 
Conference, or what at least ought, in the present ad- 
vanced condition of international affairs, to be accom- 
plished by it. 

Boston. 
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LESSON 6. MAY 12. JOSEPH FORGIVES HIS BROTHERS 


Gen. 45 : 1-15; 50: 15-21. (Read Gen. 44-50.) Memory verses: 4,5 


Golden Text: Be ye kind 


one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving each another, even as God also in Christ forgave you.—Eph. 4 : 32. 





COMMON VERSION 


1 Then Joseph could not refrain himself be- 
fore all them that stood by him ; and he cried, 
Cause every man to go out from me. And 
there stood no man with him, while Joseph 
made himself known unto his brethren. 

2 And he wept aloud: and the Egyptians 
and the house of Pharaoh heard. 

3 And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am 
— ; doth my father yet live? And his 

rethren could not answer him ; for they were 

troubled at his presence. 

4 And Joseph said unto his brethren, Come 
near to me, | pray you. And they came near. 
And he said, I am Joseph your brother, whom 
ye sold into Egypt. 

5 Now therefore be not grieved, nor angry 
with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for 
God did send me before you to preserve life. 

6 For these two years Aath the famine deeu 
in the land: and yet ¢here are five years, in 
the which there shail neither de earing nor 
harvest. 

7 And God sent me before you to preserve 
ou a posterity in the earth, and to save your 
ives by a great deliverance. 

8 So now é¢ was not you ¢haé sent me hither, 
but God : and he hath made me a father to 
Pharaoh, and lord of all his house, and a ruler 
throughout all the land of Egypt. 

9 Haste ye, and go up to my father, and 
say unto him, Thus saith thy son Joseph, God 
hath made me lord of all Egypt : come down 
unto me, tarry not: 

to And thou shalt dwell in the land of 
Goshen, and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, 
and thy children, and thy children's children, 
and thy flocks, and thy herds, and all that 
thou hast : 

1r And there will I nourish thee ; for yet 
there are five years of famine ; lest thou, and 
thy household, and all that thou hast, come 
to poverty. 
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1 Then Joseph could not refrain himself be- 
fore all them that stood by him ; and he cried, 
Cause every man to go out from me. And 
there stood no man with him, while Joseph 
made himself known unto hi3 brethren. 2 
And he ! wept aloud: and the Egyptians 
heard, and the house of Pharaoh heard. 3 
And Joseph said unto his brethren, I am Jo- 
seph ; doth my father yet live? And his 
brethren could not answer him; for they were 
troubled at his presence. 4 And Joseph said 
unto his brethren, Come near tc rx, I pra 
you. And they came near. And he said, 
am Joseph your brother, whom ye sold into 
Egypt. 5 And now be not grieved, nor angry 
with yourselves, that ye sold me hither: for 
God did send me before you to preserve life. 
6 For these two years hath the famine been 
in the land: and there are yet five years, in 
which there shall be neither plowing nor har- 
vest. 7 And God sent me before you to pre- 
serve you a remnant in the earth, and to save 
you alive ?by a great deliverance, 8 So now 
it was not you that sent me hither, but God: 
and he hath made me a father tc Pharaoh, 
and lord of all his house, and ruler over all 
the land of Egypt. 9 Haste ye, and go up to 
my father, and say unto him, Thus saith thy 
son Joseph, God hath made me lord of alt 
Egypt: come down unto me, tarry not; 10 
and thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, 
and thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy 
children, and thy children’s children, and thy 
flocks, and thy herds, and all that thou hast : 
11 and there will I nourish thee ; for there are 
yet five years of famine ; lest thou come to 
poverty, thou, and thy household, and all that 





COMMON VERSION 


12 And, behold, your eyes see, and the eyes 
of my brother Benjamin, that é¢ 7s my mouth 
that speaketh unto you. 

13 And ye shall tell my father of all my 
glory in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen ; 
ond ye shall haste and bring down my father 

ther. 

14 And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's 
neh and wept ; and Benjamin wept upon his 
neck. : 

15 Moreover he kissed all his brethren, and 
wept upon them: and after that his brethren 
talked with him. 

50:15 4 And when Joseph's brethren saw 
that their father was dead, they said, Joseph 
will peradventure hate us, and will certainly 
requite us all the evil which we did unto him. 

16 And they sent a messenger unto Joseph, 
Saying, Thy father did command betore he 
died, saying, 

17 So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I 
pray thee now, the trespass of thy brethren, 
and their sin ; for they did unto thee evil : and 
now, we pray thee, forgive the trespass of the 
servants of the God of thy father. And Joseph 
wept when they spake unto him. 

18 And his brethren also went and fell down 
before his face ; and they said, Behold, we de 
thy servants. 

19 And Joseph said unto them, Fear not : 
for am | in the place of God ? 

20 But as for you, ye thought evil against 
me ; dué¢ God meant it unto good, to bring to 
pass, as i¢# és this day, to save much people 
alive. 

at Now therefore fear ye not: I will nour- 
ish you and your little ones. And he com- 
forted them, and spake kindly unto them. 
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thou hast. 12 And, behold, your eyes see, 
and the eyes of my brother Benjamin, that it 
is my mouth that speaketh unto you. 13 And 
ye shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, 
and of all that ye have seen: and ye shall 
haste and bring down my father hither. 14 
And he tell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, 
and wept ; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 
I5 And he kissed all his brethren, and wept 
upon them ; and after that his brethren talked 
with him. 


50:15 And when Joseph's brethren saw that 
their father was dead, they said, It may be 
that Joseph will hate us, and will fully requite 
us all the evil which we did unto him. 16 
And they sent a message unto Joseph, saying, 
Thy father did command before he died, say- 
ing, 17 So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, 
I pray thee now, the transgression of thy 
brethren, and their sin, for that they did unto 
thee evil. And now, we pray thee, forgive 
the transgression of the servants of the God of 
thy father. And Joseph wept when they spake 
unto him. 18 And his brethren also went and 
fell down before his face: and they said, Be- 
hold, we are thy servants. 19 And Joseph 
said unto them, Fear not: for am I in the 
place of God? 20 And as for you, ye meant 
evil against me; but God meant it for good, 
to bring it to pass, as it is this day, to save 
much people alive. 21 Now therefore fear ye 
not : I will nourish you, and your little ones. 
And he comforted them, and spake ° kindly 
unto them. 


1 Heb. gave forth his voice in weeping. *% Or, to be a great company that escape *% Heb. to their heart. 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


F ONE person has wronged another, upon whom 

| rests the responsibility for ‘‘making up,”— for 

bringing about a reconciliation? Try this ques- 

tion in your class, as your first word on the lesson, 

and as answers are given, ask the reason for each 
answer, 

The truth is, responsibility rests upon both sides. 
Of course the one who has wronged the other ought 
to be quick to acknowledge the wrong and seek for- 
giveness. But suppose he does not do this? As a 
matter of fact, is not one who is in the wrong usually 
pretty slow to admit it? Whatthen? Has the one 
who is right, and who has been wronged, any duty 
except to wait to be asked to forgive? Yes ; if any- 
thing, he has the heavier responsibility of the two to 
bring about a reconciliation. For if he zs in the 
right, then he can see the right more clearly than one 
who is in the wrong. The fact that my enemy shirks 
his duty to take the first step only doubles my obli- 
gation to do so, if I am right and he is wrong. 

‘* But that is unreasonable,” some one says. ‘‘It 

isn’t fair to expect me to do what some one else ought 
to do and has failed to do.” Of course it is unreas- 
onable, and that is just what we are going to learn 
about to-day: the utter unreasonableness of true 
forgiveness. Reasoning, calculating forgiveness is 
no forgiveness at all, Here is one of the oldest true 
stories in the world that teaches this lesson,—the 
last of the four pictures of Joseph that we have this 
year. 
” ‘Take a moment to call out from your class all that 
they know so far in the life of Joseph, from the boy- 
hood rainbow-coat in the old home to the premier's 
fine linen and chain of gold in the court of Egypt. 
Now the famine years were well under way. Does 
it make God's plans any less miraculous to under- 
stand them as Professor Beecher suggests in his sec- 
ond paragraph, where he shows that Jehovah used 
the resources of a continent ? Was Joseph’s power 
at court an unheard of thing in Eastern countries ? 
Not at all; Mrs. Howie cites striking instances even 
in modern days (first two paragraphs). 

Remember that we are using all the material of the 
Joseph story in these lessons, and that the lesson- 
text as printed above gives only a small part of it. 
Chapters 42-50 should be read at home, at a sitting, 
and then re-read enough to have the vivid details at 
one’s tongue’s end. If you can draw out from the 
class the facts of chapters 42-44, do so; if not, tell 
them yourself. Then ask wy _——- treated his 
brothers so. Was he simply ‘‘ having fun” with 
them? Was he giving them a taste of what they had 


b bd bd b 


given him long ago, so as.to pay back and even 


things up a little? Read what Dr. Dunning says as 


to Joseph’s purpose here (third paragraph), and Mr. 


Gordon’s third, fourth, and fifth paragraphs. 

How splendidly Joseph’s lovingly harsh plans 
bore fruit! Judah’s speech (Gen. 44: 18-34) was 
worth all the pain those plans had caused. Then it 
was that Joseph dared to give way to his feelings, 
and let his forgiveness be known to his brothers. 





The Mystery Box 





Occasionally the answers to questions asked here 
will be found in the lesson text or elsewhere in the 
Bible. Awswers to all the other questions can be 
found in the lesson articles, or in the ttalic sen- 
tences between articles, in this issue. 





1. What accident to a sapphire made it more valu- 
able ? 

2. Name the brother of Joseph who was detained 
in Egypt as a prisoner. 

3. What was there in the life of Paul similar to 
the moment when Joseph revealed himself to his 
brothers? =~ 

4. What does many a disappointment prove to be ? 

5. Describe the way by which the Nile brings 
about, plenty or famine in Egypt. 

6. What message dil Horace Tracy Pitkin send 
to his wife just before he was murdered by the 
Chinese ? 

7. What offer did Judah make to Joseph before 
Joseph had told them who he was ? 

8. Why is it probable that there was no A7jaman 
in the room when Joseph revealed himself to his 
brothers ? 

9. Give a quotation about brothers and Ben Hur’s ff 
horses. 

10. About how long before the time of Christ did 
this lesson occur ? 

11. What is the best way to get even with a man? 

12. From what besides famine were the Hebrews 
saved by being down in Egypt? 

13. Give some New Testament references to for- 
giveness. 

14. In what way did a young man’s defeat in a 
school election work out for his good ? 

15. What test did Joseph put upon his youngest 
brother Benjamin ? 











And now we are at the heart of the lesson: ow a4 
great man forgives. 

Get your pupils, with open Bibles, to study this 
step by' step. ‘Did Joseph say “ IF: forgive ‘you ” ? 
No, not once; neither here nor again in the soth 
chapter. Mr. Ridgway notes ‘‘the delicacy of not 
telling them he would forgive” (fourth paragraph), 
Sometimes the most unforgiving thing we on de 
would be to remind another of his wrong and our 
seeming righteousness by calling attention to it with 
the words ‘‘I forgive you.” Forgiveness goes deeper 
than words, but forgiveness will express itself in 
words. 

The emphasis is allon /osepf/’s uncalled-for forgive- 
ness. There is no mention of his brothers’ being worthy 
of forgiveness, nor of their seeking it, nor even of 
their thankingdim forit. That had nothing todo with 
the matter, except to heighten Joseph’s opportunity. 
It was his privilege and duty, as it is ours, to forgive 
unasked. Years later, after they had been richly en- 
joying his love and had wounded him cruelly by their 
failure to understand him (Gen. 50 : 15-17), even that 
could not swerve him in his great purpose to forgive 
unconditionally. He was not forgiving in order to 
be thanked or appreciated or understood. He was 
forgiving in order to pour out his love upon them. 

Joseph simply brushes the brothers’ guilty past all 
aside ; he ignores it, except for mentioning it only in 
the entreaty that they shall not let it trouble them. 
He does with it what Napoleon did with the evidence 
of the Prince of Hatzfeld’s treason (last illustration). 
He is sweepingly, magnificently unreasonable in his 
attitude toward them. Love is often unreasonable 
in its utter disregard of another’s deserts. Joseph 
had no ‘‘right” to tell his brothers not to be angry 
with themselves for their brutal wrong toward him ; 
but he did this in the uncalculating impulsiveness of 
a love that wanted to assure them that 4e was going 
to forget all aLout those old days. He actually talked 
as though the brothers were to be congratulated for 
having been valuable moral agents, under God, for 
the salvation of the world! This wasn’t so, at all ; 
the brothers had tried to defeat God, not to help him; 
and what God had done he had done in spite of their 
work, not because of it. Yet Joseph’s love just ig- 
nores all these unpleasant truths and fairly exults in 
the bright side of it all. I remember the shock of 
astonishment that I once had when, upon asking an. 
other’s forgiveness for a mean bit of weg rer I 
was met with the smiling, hearty answer, ‘‘ y, 
I've nothing to forgive!” It wasn’t true ; that one 
decidedly Aad something to forgive. Butthat answer, 
and the smile and genuine tone of conviction back of 
it—for it was really meant, it was not said for effect— 
gave me my first glimpse of what real forgiveness is, 
in its disregard of facts and deserts and memory. 

















LESSON FOR MAY 12 (Gen. 45: 1-15; 50: 15-21) 


Don't be afraid that the one who is in the wron 
will be in danger of under-rating that wrong if we offe 
this kind of forgiveness. My meanness looked still 
uglier to me after that undeserved refusal of my 
friend to admit its ugliness. Have you any doubt 
what Jacob’s sons thought of themselves as their 
big-hearted brother, smiling at them through his tears, 
told them they had done nothing to grieve over ? 

It is a picture of God's forgiveness of us all. And 
when we say that, we cannot longer speak of any 
man’s forgiveness of a fellowman as unreasonable, 
after all. For we think of Christ’s story of the debtor 
who had been forgiven ten thousand talents, and 
who refused to forgive another a hundred shillings. 
Even Joseph forgave little, alongside the forgiveness 
that was his, and is our, only hope. 


Light-Gleams from the Lesson-Writers 
(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue.) 


What if Joseph’s brothers had refused to carry back the 
good news to their families? Our failure in this line is 
what impedes the evangelization of the world (Pierson, 1), 

How God uses men’s opposition in missionary fields to- 
day:to further his plans (Pierson, 3). 

Were the brothers guiltless because of God’s work? 
(Ridgway, 4). 

A brother should stand almost anything from a brother 
(Ridgway, 3). 

What would Joseph’s refusal to forgive, had he exercised 
it, have accomplished ? (Ridgway, 5). 

Sulky forgiveness is counterfeit forgiveness (Howard, 
last). 

A strong, simple teaching-plan for this lesson (Dun- 
ning, 1). 

Joseph had to be prepared, by discipline, to forgive 
(Dunning, 2). 

One secret of Joseph’s free forgiveness : he took no time 
to nurse his wrongs (Dunning, 2). 

‘* He who cannot forgive is as miserable as he who can 
not be forgiven ’’ (Dunning, next to last). 

One great purpose and result of all true forgiveness : 
it wins men to love and to the Christ who is love (Gots 
don, 2). 

PHILADELPHIA. 

% 


It ts easier to forgive the man who has wronged 
you than the man you have wronged. 


a 


Difficult Points Explained 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D., LL.D. 


How to Locate this Lesson 


IME.—The lesson deals withtwo incidents. The 

first belongs to the second of the seven years 

of famine (Gen. 41 : 53-54, 45 : I1), say B.C. 

1715. The second is dated seventeen yelrs later, 

soon after the death of Jacob (Gen. 47 : 28, 29), say 

B. C. 1698. But there is noconsensus as to the dates 
in years B. C. 

Place.—One or more localities in Egypt. But 
much wider regions were concerned in God's provi- 
dential care of Joseph. Jehovah is the Power that 
manifests himself in all the phenomena of nature. 
While Joseph was a slave in Potiphar’s house and in 
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prison, Jehovah was operating the forces of nature in 
his behalf hundreds of miles to the south, in the tens 
of thousands of square miles of the great African 
basin where rise and flow the affluents of the Nile. 
Jehovah caused the outflow to become obstructed, so 
that the water rose hairbreadth by hairbreadth till 
the marshes became lakes and the higher lands be- 
came marshes, When his time to favor Joseph came, 
he caused the accumulated waters to cut new chan- 
nels, so that for seven years the overflow of the Nile 
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_ was exceptionally abundant while Joseph was storing 


the grain that seemed to produce ‘by handfuls 

rather than by single ears. Then Jehovah again 
held back the waters of the great basin by other ob- 
structions. For seven years the Nile region was un- 
productive, and at the same time Jehovah caused 


unfavorable seasons in Canaan and other neighboring ~ 


countries, For carrying out his plans for Joseph, 
Jehovah used the resources of a continent. 

ts mag A and his brothers. He now has 
authority in all Egypt as the head of a governmental 
department. We must not think of his brothers, in 
the first incident, as eleven men buying eleven ass- 
loads of grain, but as leaders of a caravan, with 
abundant means of transportation. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verses 1-2.—T7he house of Pharaoh heard: Some 
one carried the news to the king’s palace. 

Verses 4-8.—Come near to me: Picture them as 
having started back in terror as far as the room they 
were in would permit. He now gathers them close 
around him.—7o preserve life: He encouragingly 
calls attention to the aspects of the matter that are 

rovidential and favorable.—Neztther plowing nor 
harvest: That is, neither plowing nor harvest that 
will be successful and satisfactory. , 

Chapter 50: 15-17.—Carrying out Jacob’s plans, 
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the brothers sent messengers to Joseph with an open 
acknowledgment of their transgression and sin and 
evil, and asking his pardon for the sake of their father 
and their common blood and their God.—forgive, 
pray thee,... we pray thee, forgive: Each of these 
expressions is simply, ‘* Forgive, pray."'"— When they 
spake; Those who spoke were the messengers who 
brought the message. Joseph wept tender-heartedly, 
but he could not fail to see that this message was 
properly the act of his father, and not of the brothers 
who had wronged him, He had always cherished a 
forgiving spirit, but there is a sense in which forgive- 
ness is complete only to those who are repentant. 

Verses 18-21.—A/so went and fell down: Joseph's 
brothers, however, did not compel him to leave his 
forgiveness incomplete. They added an act of their 
own to the act they had done at their father’s com- 
mand. In response he says that véngeance belongs 
to God only, and he promises to care for them.—/e 
comforted them: They were sorry and needed con- 
solation.—Spake kindly ; His wasa love of the heart, 
and not merely of outward benefaction. 
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A man's might becomes evident when he exercises 
mercy while having the power to punish. 
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The Greatest Is Love» 


By S. D. 


OSEPH'S greatness comes out: most in this story. 
He had the greatness of simplicity as a boy, the 
greatness of faithfulness in his master’s house, 

the greatness of faith, patient, enduring faith, in the 
prison, the greatness of mental grasp in ruling 
Egypt, but, greatest of all, the greatness of love’ in 
winning his brothers. 

Joseph is a great soul-winner. There is no finer 
record than this of exquisite blending of wisdom and 
love. it is a story of forgiveness, but it is more than 
that, far more, exquisitely more. Joseph forgives 
when he is asked to, but he has already forgiven 
long before the request. He is not thinking about 
that. He is so absorbed in winning his brothers out 
of their selfish, narrow, passionate lives that he clear 
forgets the wrong done to himself. That is, he re- 
members it as a fact, but not as a motive affecting 
his conduct. He remembers it helpfully as reveal- 
ing the character of these men whom he wants to 
win. He is absorbed in working in them a change 
of character, and so in winning them up into pure, 
gentle, strong lives. This is the key to his conduct 
from the first rough speaking to the plan for keeping 
Benjamin. 

Joseph’s first task was to awaken their consciences, 
It was a tough task. it took heroic measures. Had 
they any conscience left ? these men who were his 
murderers in intent years before. That-was the first 
serious question. He used physical means because 
they were most open on that side. Most men are. 
It was hunger that drove them toEgypt. The physi- 
cal is the sorest test of human endurance. God’s 
last and surest teachers are hunger and pain. The 
shortest route to conscience is through memory. Jo- 
seph uses the physical to stir their memories that he 
might reach in to any possible remnants of conscience. 

With simple, astute skill he reproduces the scene of 
years before, but with the tables turned. These men 
suddenly find themselves strangers among strangers, 
in distress, falsely accused, cast into prison, and with 
slavery and possible death in prospect. It is a taste 
of the cup they had brewed for young Joseph. “Yet 
only a taste, barely a taste, beside his long, deep 
drinking. And the motives are radically reversed. 
He was controlled by a great motive. Love was a 
cushion softening the wear of his actions. Was love 
ever wiser? Their self-reproaches, as Simeon is be- 
ing bound, show to Joseph the success of his effort 
thus far, and almost make him lose his wonderful 
self-restraint. And so with marvelous blending of 
self-restraint and wisdom and love he lays siege until 
the longed-for changes come. 

The radical change produced in them shows 
further the skill of this master soul-winner. Their 
talk among themselves in the prison reveals an awak- 
ened conscience. Judah’s sense of honor is aroused 
as he pledges himself to his father as surety for Ben- 
jamin. The old spirit of stubbornness is changed to 
one of earnest entreaty, which both works a change 
and reveals achange. There is no bitter blaming of 
Benjamin as the silver cup suddenly shows up in his 
sack. Their own consciences and memories were too 
buSily at work. Their tenderness toward him, in- 
ferred in this absence of criticism, is in sharp con- 
trast with their earliest treatment of the boy Jo- 
seph. Judah's eloquent plea reveals a great change 
in him, and reflects a change in them, for he is the 
natural leader of the group. There is no more elo- 
quent bit of pleading to be found anywhere. Elo- 


Gordon 


quence is an art of the heart. Only a touched heart 
can be truly eloquent. And the climax is reached, a 
great climax, splendidly reached, in Judah's offer to 
sacrifice himself. The one supreme test of a changed 
heart is sacrifice. It was this that showed to Joseph 
the real success of his efforts, and completely swept 
away the restraint that held his great love in check. 
oseph is a life-size picture of the great soul-winner, 
esus—God in person wooing and winning men back 
ome. 

In combining a tender heart and an tron will Jo- 
seph is a marvel. He had a hard time between his 
great tenderness toward his brothers and his great 
purpose forthem. Heart and will had a duel, and 
both won, and each was kept in its rightful place. 
His heart kept tugging at his will to get the lines 
and drive. It does that often, and often succeeds 
and spoils the results. Any such disturbance of the 
true order within is bad. The heart’s service is to 
burn, but never to drive. It should make things 
warm for the will. But the will must listen to the 
cold intellect as well as the hot heart, and then hold 
steady, and never lose hold of the reins, It is a 
strong will that can be in such close contact with 
such a hot heart and still hold steady. Twice Joseph 
had to get off alone to give vent to his pent-up seel- 
ings. Twice he had restrained himself for his pur- 
pose’ sake. Now the purpose is achieved and he let 
his heart reveal itself freely and fully. It is a great 
sight this—a strong man in tears. The dewdrops of 
the heart are never so beautiful as when glistening 
on an iron will. These were tears of joy. They re- 
flect the joy in the presence of the angels when a 
man comes back to God. This was a miniature of 
the scene in heaven when a man comes back to the 
hearth-fire of his Father's house. 

Tears have a strange, irresistible contagion. I've 
been having a moist time over thistalk. I have never 
yet been able to read this Joseph story, in boy-days 
or now, without a good deal of throat-clearing, and 
of soft, warm April showers in my eyes. I never do 
get used toit. We never shall get used to love nor 
to God. Shall I say I enjoy these tears? That does 
not seem just the word to use. But I know I seem 
purer for their washing, and stronger for their tonic, 
and gladder as they touch my heart. I can touch 
and speak more softly, and am eager to help some- 
body. But Joseph did more than weep. He &issed 
his brothers. Yes, he kissed the lips that had 
sneered, the lips that proposed a pit and slavery, 
the lips that laughed and jeered at his boy-tears. 
Was there ever such forgiveness,—such love ! 

Only experiences can tell how much we live. Cal- 
endars and clocks tell how long life is. Experiences 
tell how deep it is. These men lived more in a single 
moment as Joseph revealed his identity than in all 
their lives before. All the hateful hate and sinful 
selfishness of their own lives, all the saddened years 
of their old heartbroken father, all the awesome 
greatness of the purpose of God, all the meaning of 
tender, strong love came in as a flood tide breaking 
with a sudden rush into their thoughts. With in- 
tense rapidity and intense meaning and intense 
vividness it all stands out instantly. A swift light- 
ning flash makes the whole landscape stand out 
vividly. Such a lightning-flash revelation was it to 
these.men as those simple words came in their own 
home-tongue-—‘‘I am Joseph.” The language veri- 
fied the words: They lived a whole lifetime in a 
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moment. -Just such a tremendous moment it was - 


when the dazed, prostrate Paul on the Damascus road 
heard the words—*' I am Jesus.” 


Mapison, N, J. 
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To have faith in God ts to have forbearance with 
men, 
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riental Lesson-Lights 
=>. By Mrs. Ghosn-el-Howie - - 
E HATH made me a father to Pharaoh, and 
lord of all his house, and ruler over all the 
land of Egypt (v. 8). While such an official is 
m favor, his power seems to pass not only belief, but 
reason, A man who had incurred the displeasure of the 
caliph in Bagdad waited upon the Joseph of the day, 
and in the course of one sitting obtained the promise 
from that official of ‘‘ the pleasure of the caliph, ten 
thousand denarii of the — own, the viceroyalty 
of Egypt for his son, as well as the marriage of the 
same son to the caliph’s daughter,” all of which was 
fulfilled speedily and to the letter. 

‘Two generations ago, il Ameer Beshur Shehab was 
the Pharaoh of Lebanon, but the poet Butros Krami 
was father to him, lord of all his house, and ruler of 
all Mt. Lebanon; in fact, Butros had the seal of the 
prince. Joseph's offers and promises to his family 
were in keeping with the functions of such as he in 
the government of the East. . 

And he kissed all his brethren, and wept upon 
them (v.15). ‘‘And they all wept sore, and fell 
upon Paul's neck, and kissed him” in Miletus. A 
few days later the apostle was the center of a 
similar scene in Ceesarea, and during thirteen years 
or more I have witnessed many such scenes. Funeral 
customs include an arrangement according to which 
the sons and the brothers of the deceased stand near 
the corpse, while tribesmen and men of other friendly 
tribes go past them, weep over the deceased, and 
kiss him on the shoulders or cheeks, then return, em- 
brace the aforesaid sons and brothers, while all weep, 
apparently bitterly, over each other’s shoulders or 
necks; and for some moments they seem as if they 
could not contain themselves, and they ‘‘ let loose 
their voices in weeping.” 

And after that his brethren talked with him 
(v. 15). his must mean that they talked with him 
without a ‘ ¢érjaman,”"—that is, without an inter- 
preter; for, although the Arabic language now is 
the language of both the lands of Canaan and Egypt, 
at that time each country had a distinct language, 
and at first Joseph did not let his brothers know that 
he knew their speech, but heard their story through 
a translator. 
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It is always easy to forgive the man who has 
wronged another, 


The Busy Man’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


OSEPH could not refrain himself (v. 1). Of 
course he couldn't after a burst of eloquence like 
that. Chapter forty-four, eighteenth verse: let us 

read the splendid speech together as nearly as possi- 
ble as Judah must have delivered it. Is not this 
whole narrative from the forty-second chapter the 
greatest piece of English literature you ever read ! 
‘* Why had not _—— sent word to his father all 
these years?” I don’t know, but how often do you 
write to your father, and you are neither a moneyless 
slave nor a prisoner in jail. Deep feeling longs for 
expression. That heart is true to itself that shows its 
love. Wanted to be alone with them as Joseph. 
Wonder if they used to call him Joe! True men, 
however high up, never forget the old home and old 
home folks (Psa. 137: 5, 6). 


Joseph said... Tam Joseph; doth my father yet 
live ? (v. 3.) Imagine the dramatic situation. Did you 
ever come face to face with the boy you had wronged ? 
Men’s badness bound to catch up to them sooner or 
later. Full of consternation when face to face with 
sin. How about the day when Christ shall be re- 
vealed to his foes (2 Thess. 1: 7-9; Rev. 6: 15, 16). 
Will you be there? Joseph uses the word ‘“* Father” 
to soften the blow. How many of you would have 
said, ‘‘Is the old man livin’ ?” one, I trust. Child- 
hood memories keep fresh and strong. Boy never 
grows old to his father and mother. Joe and Ben al- 
ways Joe and Ben in the family. Loves of early life 
stay in the heart when bickerings are forgotten. 


And Joseph said,... Come near tome,... lam... 
your brother (v. 4). ‘‘ Your brother,” not Lord Zaphe- 
nath-paneah to them. Proverbs 18: 19 is all wrong 
for Joseph's case, because he yyas a different sort from 
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most. Some folks nurse wrath and wait the chance 
to ‘‘get even.” Nothing better shows Joseph's real 
greatness than this beauty of forgiveness. How 
many know (Matt. 6:12). Notice, I said snow. A 
brother should stand almost anything from a brother. 
Bear and forbear a brother. Why ? Simply because 
‘*blood is thicker than water.” ‘Brothers should 
work together through life like Ben Hur’s horses.” 
What does God say about it ? (1 John 4: 20.) 


Be not grieved,... God did send me... to pre- 
serve life (v. 5). God overruled evil for good. To 
save the world Joseph had to be offered. Then the 
brethren were guiltless? Christ, too, was offered to 
save the world. Were the Jews guiltless ? (Matt. 26: 
24; Acts 2: 23). Because God on not let our sin 
do the mischief it might do does not make the:sin less 
wicked. When you were ‘‘crazy mad” the other day, 
because God did not let you hurt somebody makes 
you none the less a sinner, Note the delicacy of not 
telling them he would forgive. That goes without 
saying. Just as though his forgiveness was not in 
question. Such things are the fine ingredients that 
make the Christian gentleman. 


Thou shalt dwellin the land of Goshen,... and thou 
shalt be near unto me (vy. 10). Suppose Joseph had 
taken a notion to get even with the half-brothers who 
had injured him. Why do you think he would have 
made a mistake? To multiply a foe, crush him. To 

et dust in your eyes grind up the limestone rock. 
ne potato cut up plants six hills. A forgiven foe 
furnishes a firm friend. Joseph planning a family re- 
union. The son driven out by treachery and deceit 
having become great will found the family fortunes. 
Be good to that poor unpromising boy. Perhaps some 
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The Illustration 
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: day he too may give each of the family a farm in 


Goshen. 


They said,... It may be that Joseph will hate us 
(50:15). Guilty conscience (Prov. 28:1). Judgin 
Joseph by themselves. Suspecting othérs we reve 
ourselves. Could not believe Joseph, just as men 
cannot believe Jesus. Life has a different look when 
— are dead. Things go all right in families as 
ong as father, the head, exercises authority. Never 
any trouble in families where Christ is the head and 
exercises authoritv. Joseph had the Christ-spirit 
and Jacob’s death made no difference. Nothing men 
are more afraid of than justice. 


They sent a message saying,. Thy father did 
command (50:16). ‘* Thy father.” No stronger plea 
to a good man could well be made. It must have 
hurt Joseph. They would not yet trust him. They 
could not understand -how a man could forgive so 
easily. Joseph was a queer fellow! World cannot 
understand the real Christian to this day. ‘‘He’s 
such a peculiar fellow” (Titus 2: 14). ‘‘A man who 
will take that will stand anything.” ‘‘ Got no spunk.” 
Don’t believe much in the *t other cheek” business, do 

ou? You are like the Israel boys, too. Joseph a 

is be nd py 50: 21) and foreighty years nursed the 
babyhood of the greatest people with whom God has 
blessed the world. Here endeth the noble career of 
the first dreamer (Prov. 29 : 18). 

COATESVILLE, Pa, 


When a self-made man is wetten | you that he 
gives God all the glory, he usually does it ina 


tone that dares you to agree with him, 
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Round -Table 





LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
esson illustration that can be used, and two dollars for 

the desé illustration used for each week's lesson. But note 
particularly the following : 

Each separate illustration must be signed by the sender's 
nam, and address, and must state the source from which the 
illustration was taken. ; 

The number of manuscripts submitted by readers in this 
department is so large that it is not practicable to return un- 
available manuscripts. Do not enclose return postage, as no 
manuscripts can be returned. 

The dates on which illustrations are due is shown by this 
calendar. 


5. August 4.—The Tabernacle (Exod. 40: 1-13, 34-38) . 
6. August 11.—The Sin of Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10: 

Sara aa ee “ May 11 
7. August 18.—The Day of Atonement (Lev. 16: 5-22). “ May 18 
8. August 25.—Israel Journeying to Canaan (Num. ro: 


Due May 4 


eS) eae “° May 25 
9g. September 1.—The Two Reports of the Spies (Num. 
O.. CONS OR tO kk ee 8s © =Junesx 


Our Defective Relationships—Golden Text. 





E YE ind one to another, tenderhearted, for- 
giving each other (Golden Text). The head of 
a great electrical company said recently: ‘‘ The 
chief difficulty we encounter is that of keeping our 
wires in repair and in good working order. . The mo- 
tive force at the terminus is easily controlled; it is 
the defects in communication which impair our work.” 
To how many relations of life would the same words 
apply! A man at the head of a great business has 
capital, intelligence, a thorough knowledge of his 
trade, and a kindly feeling to his operatives. But 
he fails to reach or influence them. His manner is 
harsh, brusque, dogmatic, or timid and cold. His 
men dislike and distrust him. The wires between 
them are not in working order. In how many homes 
is there coldness and jealousy and alienation be- 
tween parent and child, or brother and sister, whose 
hearts are yet full of affection for each other! The 
love is there, deep and warm, but hidden out of sight. 
No spark passes from one heart to the other, to give 
out cheer and life.—/uniata Rohrback, Washing- 
ton, D.C. From The Youth's Companion. 


Thinking First of Others—v. 3. 


Doth my father yet live? (v. 3.) His first thought 
in the reunion, as in the separation, was not of him- 
self, but of his father. ‘A battery boy, shot in the 
wrist, was given chloroform in the field hospital. 
While he was unconscious the hand was amputated, 
and the stump was bound up. I was kneeling by his 
side as he came to his senses. Looking vacantly 
about him at first, his eyes slowly turned to the band- 
aged stump, and he realized the truth. Tears stood 
in his eyes as he exclaimed unselfishly, ‘ What will 
my mother do now?’”—The Rev. John T. Faris, 
Philadelphia. From ‘‘War Memories of an Army 
Chaplain,” by H. Clay Trumbull. 


The Gain of Disappointment—v. 20. 








Ye meant evil against me; but God meant it for 
good (v. 20). A young man had been teaching a 
country school in New York state. His work had 
given entire satisfaction, but at the next election he 


was surprised to hear of his defeat. It was a severe 
blow, because it was unexpected. It seemed that an 
enemy had influenced the minds of the directors 
against him. A state normal school in central Penn- 
sylvania, hearing that this young man had no en- 
gagement for the coming year, made him a proposition 
which he accepted. To-day this man holds a pro- 
fessorship.in this institution, a position which he has 
held for the past twenty-five years. Apparent defeat 
was turned into victory, and God brought good out of 
evil. ‘In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 
will direct thy paths.”"—7he Rev. Ralph H. Berg- 
stresser, Pine Grove Mills, Pa. 


How God Transforms Blemishes—v. 20. 





Ye meant evil against me ; but God meant it for 
good (vy. 20). ‘* This is a very great treasure,” said a 
chemist, taking from his collection of minerals a tiny 
stone. The gem was brilliant and a beautiful dee 
blue in color. ‘It is a sapphire,” said he, ‘and, 
though very small, I consider it a wonderfully choice 
specimen.” Glimmering in its center could be seen a 
star with slender, thread-like rays. ‘‘Long ago,” 
said the scientist, ‘‘when the stone was a-making 
from the yet liquid material, a particle of foreign 
substance dropped into the clear matter. The intruder 
could not be removed, and the sapphire essence crys- 
tallized about it in perfect form, making of the threat- 
ened blemish its choicest beauty.”—74e Rev. W. S. 
Abernethy, Berwyn, Il. 


Searching Out the Good—v. 20. 


God meant it for good (v. 20). Samuel Sgogeetow. 
the poet-clergyman, brother of Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow, Once gave this prescription for ‘the 
blues”: ‘‘ Whatsoever it be that disorders, annoys, 
grieves you, makes lite look dark, and your heart 
dumbly ache, or wets your eyes with bitter tears, 
look at it steadily, look at it deeply, look at it in the 
thought of God and his purpose of good, and already 
the pain of it will begin to brighten.” That was the 
secret of Joseph’s content in his misfortune.— 7he 
Rev. John T, Faris, Philadelphia. 


Destroying the Evidence Against Us—v, 21. 








And he comforted them, and spake kindly unto 
them (v. 21). ‘*Success” tells a story of Napoleon 
much like this action of Joseph. Both remind us 
of the mercy of God. The Prince of Hatzfeld had 
proved a traitor. He was arrested. The death war- 
rant had been signed. His wife believed him inno- 
cent. For five hours she stood in the street, waiting 
for an audience with the emperor. With tears she 
pleaded that her husband might be spared. Na- 
poleon looked at her without pity. , At last he turned 
to Talleyrand and held out his hand. A letter was 
given to him. Napoleon handed this letter to the 
kneeling woman. ‘‘Is that your husband’s writing ?” 
madam?” Her sobs were the only answer. Na- 

leon said, ‘‘ What other evidence have we of the 

rince’s treachery ?;’ ‘‘ None other, sire,” replied 
Talleyrand. ‘‘ Princess,” said Napoleon tenderly, 
‘*put this letter in the fire, and then we shall have 
none.” 


‘**I will forgive their iniquity, and their sins 


seer 


sees 


LESSON FOR MAY 12 (Gen. 45: 1-15; 50: 15-21) 


will I remember no more.”"—Harry H. Crawford,’ 


Argyle, N. Y. The prize for this week ts awaraed 
to this illustration. 
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We forget the plans of men when we see the pur- 
poses 7 God, ? v , 
oral 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 


By Delavan L. Pierson 
Managing Editor of the Missionary Review of the World 


OULD it not have been a crying shame, after , 


all Joseph’s suffering and God’s provision for 

‘*a great deliverance,” and after Neconh's full 
and free forgiveness and his offer of salvation, if his 
brethren had refused to leave the comforts of Egypt to 
carry back to Canaan the good news? The journe 
was long and wearisome, and there were enoug 
hungry people in Egypt already. Why should they 
trouble to carry the tidings elsewhere? What in- 
gratitude, what a crime, adding insult to injury, if 
they had refused to do as Joseph asked! 

jesus Christ also suffered.at the hands of his 
brethren, but through his suffering God purposed to 
‘*save much people alive.” Inthe midst of his suf- 
fering, Christ forgave his brethren, and when he 
had risen in triumph, commissioned those who had 
found the deliverance to go and tell others. What 
do you think of those who neglect to spread the good 
news? Forgiveness carries with it the obligation to 
make known the message. With those who fail, the 
last offense is worse than the first. 

God’s plan of deliverance includes all men, and all 
things work together towards its fulfilment,—Boxer 
uprisings, Sepoy rebellion, Madagascar massacres, 
daily trials of Christ’s followers, all work together for 
ae to those who love God. Forgiveness is offered, 

eliverance is provided, multitudes are perishing, we 
who know are commanded to tell the good news. 
What are you going to do? 

Many missionaries have shown the spirit of Joseph 
and the even nobler spirit of Christ. Horace Tracy 
Pitkin, who gave his life in Paotingfu during the 
Boxer riots, wrote to his wife just before his death, 
asking her to train their son, and send him back to 
preach deliverance to his father’s murderers. The 
sister of Mrs. Cortlandt Van Rensselaer Hodge, who 
was also murdered in Paotingfu, has already gone 
to China to take the martyr’s place. 

Nothing melts the heart like receiving forgiveness 
after causing suffering. Joseph’s brothers had been 
disturbed before by the remembrance of their sin; 
now they were broken down. 

Dr. eney C. Mabie tells a beautiful story of an 
experience in the missionary life of the Rev. Edward 
P. Scott in Assam. Against the urgent advice of the 
British resident officers, Mr. Scott feltimpelled to visit 
the Nagas, a wild hill-tribe, three days’ journey from 
his station. He had just begun to study the language, 
so he took with him a Naga teacher. When they ap- 
proached a native village, they were commanded to 
halt by a band of fierce natives who threatened vio- 
lence. The missionary stopped, drew out his violin, 
and began to sing in their own tongue, ‘‘ Alas, and 
did my Saviour bleed!” When he had finished the 
first verse, the warriors’ spears had been thrust into 
the ground. As the missionary sang on of the suf- 
fering, the forgiveness, the salvation of the Son of 
God, the wild men drew nearer, and when he fin- 
ished, the chief cried out, ‘‘ Sing us that again. We 
never heard the like of that before.” 


BRooKkLyn, N. Y. 
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He who can be profoundly moved ts likely to have 
power to move others. 


ey 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson 


s ND now, our Father, we turn to the study of a 
A lesson that will rightfully make us ashamed, 
—ashamed that we have not learned more by 
experience in the school of forgiveness. Thou hast 
forgiven us, in thy tender mercy, when we have con- 
fessed our sins; bring to our thought this day the 
brotker whom we have never forgiven, for we yet re- 
member bitterly the wrong; and may we forgive to 
the uttermost, even to forgetfulness. May we harbor 
no resentment, cherish ne lene of retaliation, nor keep 
about us in any way the least reminder of any wrong 
wrought upon us. May we never forget that thou, 
who dost promise to put the sins of thy people out 
of thy remembrance, dost call upon us to be merci- 
ful and forgetful, doing good for evil, walking not 
with pride but with humility and forbearance among 
men. Grant us this day wise teaching and sure 
learning, that the lesson may send us speedily on 
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an 
before the night shall fall.’ 


After the Lesson 


It is the one who has done wrong who is afraid. 
The boy who has some of the farmer's apples in his 
pocket will take a back road home rather than meet 
the farmer. The girl who has spoken an unkind 
word about another girl isn’t glad to meet the other 
girl just afterwards. Guilt starts cowardly fear, and 
that sort of fear takes the heart out of us, 

When Joseph asked if his father was still alive, wh 
couldn’t his brothers answer him? Yes; troubled, 
afraid. Then will you notice that beautiful speech of 
as h’s? No fear there! Only eager love, and 

rotherly kindness, ending with a kiss and tears, and 
after that a free talk with his brothers. 

But those brothers get afraid again! They haven't 
half understood Joseph, after all he did for them. 
How many times towards the end of this lesson did 
he say ‘‘fear not”? Twice. And then another com- 
forting talk was necessary. 

When that fellow who Cothored the life out of you 
came up one day and said he was sorry, did you sulk, 
and tell him he’d better be? Or did you give him 
your hand on a new start? Joseph might have re- 
membered the rocky pit, and the knocking about in 
the Ishmaelite caravan, and the fading view of the 
home fields blotted by the little group of surly broth- 
ers. But he didn’t. It looks as if he knew how to 
forgive his cowardly tormentors and to do good to 
them. Do we? 





. 
Power to avenge ts the test of forgiveness. 





evens of forgiveness that may be rightfully ours - 
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Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.'') 

** Blest be the tie that binds."’ Psalm 122 : 1-6. 
** Love divine, all love excelling."’ (181: 1-5. 267: 1-4.) 
‘What grace, O Lord, and beauty Psalm 25 ; 5-8 

shone.” (33: 6-9. 51: 1-4.) 
** How sweet, how heavenly." — hy : “te ria) 
‘* Father, I know that all."’ Psales Tee sililictias 
‘*O happy band of pilgrims." z (4421-3. 66, 1-3.) 
**O love that wilt not let me go. 


Psalm 133 : I-3. 
‘Thy kingdom come, O God." (197: 1, 2. 286: 1-3.) 
“ 


The best way to get even with a man ts to lift him 
to your level by love. 


t<hd ° 
Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 
These Home Readings are the selections of the International 
Bible Reading Association of London, whose American work 
isad tment of the International Sunday School Associa- 
tion. For particulars, address Marion Lawrance, Toledo, O. 


Monday.—Gen. 42: 1-20... . . Seeking food 


‘Tuesday.—Gen. 43:1-14. .. said Py . The second journey 
Wednesday.—Gen. 43: 15-34... .-+-.- Fears dispelied 
Thursday.—Gen. 44:1-17. .....22-. A sorrowful return 


seen pate STU >, a & & 8288 
Saturday.—Gen. 45: 1-15... 
Sunday.—Gen. 50: 15-21... Josep 


. . « Judah's appeal 
h forgives his brothers 


a 
Many a disappointment is but a divine appoint- 
ment. 
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For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


A !eaflet has been prepared by Mrs. Bryner, for the help of 
rimary teachers, which will give a great deal of valuable in- 
ormation about pictures, lessons, and home work, as well as 

a list of books oa pemety workers should know about. It 

will be sent by The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut 

Street, Philadelphia, Pa., on receipt of a two-cent stamp. 





General Thought: God’s Promises are Sure. 
Lesson Story: Joseph Forgives His Brothers. 
Lesson Teaching : Love is Always Ready to Forgive. 


Golden Text: “Be ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another.” 


INTRODUCTION. 


Recall the trouble which separated the twin 
brothers, Jacob and Esau, fortwenty years. Although 
they became rich in flocks and herds, Jacob could 
not forget how unkind he had been to Esau, and he 
always feared that Esau might harm him if he had a 
chance, because he knew there was hatred in Esau’s 
heart when they separated. We know that by the 
time Jacob returned from his uncle’s, Esau’s hate had 
changed to love, for when he heard of Jacobss com- 
ing Esau proved kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving 
towards Jacob. Tenderhearted, because when they 
met Esau put his arms around Jacob and kissed him, 
and was so glad to see him that he cried (Gen. 33: 4); 
kind, because he offered to go ahead to show the way, 
and to guard Jacob’s family and flocks from harm; for- 
giving, because he never once mentioned the trouble 
that separated them. What other brothers were 
separated for many years? While Joseph grew 
rich down in Egypt. his brothers never forgot their 
cruelty in selling him, and they hadn't heard of him 
since, 


INTERVENING. 


By-and-by came a famine. The seven years of 
plenty had passed, and the storehouses were full of 
grain. People used what they had saved themselves, 
and then came to Joseph to buy more. They came 
from other lands, too, and one day ten men came 
who spoke the language which Joseph remembered 
from his childhood. Joseph listened, and knew they 
were his brothers. e wanted to find out what kind 
of men they were, so he asked them many questions 
about their home and father and youngest brother, 
Benjamin. Of course they didn’t know the grand 
man who talked to them; as they bowed low before 
him, Joseph remembered his old dreams of the 
sheaves and stars bowing down, but he did not tell 
them. He was so tenderhearted that he couldn’t 
stand it as they talked about his father and himself 
and the home, so he left the room and cried, then 
bathed his face and came back, and talked some 
more. How kind and forgiving he was to return 
good for evil, and put their money back in their 
sacks of corn, etc. ! ow much the besthere had to 
tell Jacob about the glories of Egypt,—why Simeon 
was left there, why they must take Benjamin next 


time, etc. (Describe the second trip with Benjamin, 
and their distress when the silver cup was found in 
his sack.) 


LESSON. 


When they were taken back to Joseph, we see once 
again how kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving he 
was. (Write Joseph was Kind, Tenderhearted, and 
Forgiving, and emphasize each point.) He didn’t 
scold, but said,'‘ God sent me here to save your lives,” 
etc. He had forgiven them long before in his heart, 
but now he forgave them in his words (vs. 5-8) ; his 





JOSEPH KIND 
WAS, TENDERHEARTED 
JESUS FORGIVING 











tender heart almost broke over Benjamin. (Show the 
picture-roll.) He kissed them all, and introduced them 
to the king. Were they dreaming, or wasit real? It 
seemed too good to be true. But look! here are 
clothes and food and even wagons, with kind mes- 
sages and an invitation for Jacob to come with all 
his family. No wonder that poor old Jacob fainted 
for joy when he heard that Joseph was alive. What 
a journey it must have beentoEgypt ! When Judah 
ran ahead and told Joseph, he went out to meet his 
father and the brothers, then presented them all to 
the king, who gave them the best of the land of 
Goshen for their home. (The Times picture shows 
this land.) How happy they were ! 

But the famine kept on until the people had given 
their money and cattle and land for food, and when 
Joseph gave them seed to plant the people promised 
that one-fifth of all that grew should be the king’s. 
As long “= lived his big family had plenty in 
Goshen. fter Jacob’s death, the brothers feared 
that Joseph might pay them back for their cruelty 
long before, so they sent a messenger to him (chap. 
50 : 17). Joseph felt so sorry that they had not 
trusted him that he wept, aad when they knelt be- 
fore him and offered to be his servants, he comforted 
them and spoke kindly to them. 

Joseph makes me think of Jesus, who was so kind 
and tenderhearted and forgiving. (Add Jesus, and 
recall instances.) Kind, when he blessed the chil- 
dren; tenderhearted, when he went about doing 
good,—healing the lame and sick and blind. 


“* For his hands were always helping, 
And his eyes were always kind, 
And he never was too busy 
To heal the sick and blind.”’ 


Forgiving, for he would not even harm his enemies 
when they put him on the cross, but he prayed, 
‘‘ Father, forgive them, for they know not what 
they do.” 


REVIEW. 


Both Joseph and Jesus were ‘kind, tender- 
hearted, forgiving.” ook for those words in the 
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Golden Text on the picture-roll. Erase the names, 
and write ‘*Be Ye.’’ It isn’t always easy, but it is 
always right, and it pleases God. 


‘* Help us to do the things we should, 
‘To be to others kind and good,’? etc, 


Peoria, ILL. 
b 4 


There is something base in the manwho ts ashamed 


of his blood. 
am 


The Adult Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


**God Did Send Me Before You to Preserve Life” 

I. THe GENERAL PREPARATION. (Genesis 44-50). 
{For each member of the Bible class.| 

The culmination of the story of Joseph is to be 
found in these dramatic chapters. hey not alone 
exhibit the richest fruitage of his genius for admin- 
istration, but the successful issue of the test to which 
he felt obliged to expose his brethren, and they recount 
the transfer of his kindred to the land of his adoption, 
there to live for a long period in safety. 

The administrative measures of Joseph can hardly 
be tested by occidental ideas. With wise forethought 
he laid by the unneeded fifth of the produce during 
the years of abundance, and thus enabled his people 
to pass unscathed through the long period of famine. 
With the stores he had laid up he not only extended 
his country’s influence beyond its borders, but estab- 
lished the supreme ownership of all Jand by the 
Pharaoh. History confirms these two general changes 
at about this time, namely, the growth of external 
ambitions and the dispossession of the great land- 
holders of their titles, all of which became vested in 
the sovereign. The Pharaohs of this period in their 
inscriptions not unnaturally refer to these measures 
as matters of public policy for which they were re- 
sponsible. Such an inscription would not settle their 
real origin or execution. 

The test which Joseph devised for ascertaining the 
real character of his brethren was truly severe. But 
when they, convinced no doubt of the guilt of their 
younger brother, returned unhesitatingly with him to 
the ruler’s presence,.and when Judah in particular 
offered to become a slave forever in place of Benjamin, 
for his sake, and for the sake of his father, fosépit 
knew that they had become good sons and brothers. 
Not only did a wave of paternal affection sweep over 
him, but he saw as im a flash the whole providential 
plan of God, affecting his own life, overruling for 
good the jealousies of his brethren, disciplining him 
and them alike for service and now placing it within 
his power to take care of them all at a time of sore 
need. 

Historically the famine was only the excuse for 
getting the people of Jacob into Egypt. The real 
reason for their being kept there for a long period was 
the devastating wars which the next two dynasties 
waged up and yal through Palestine, bringing 
about great local disintegrations and changes, which 
ultimately made the conquest of Palestine a possi- 
bility. From allthis cruel warfare the Hebrews down 
in Egypt were saved. 

The hint of Genesis 44: 5 is interesting. Joseph's 
cup was used for divination. Sometimes a pebble 
was dropped into the water, and the formation of the 
ripples studied. We can hardly overestimate the 
eagerness with which people resorted to such meth- 
ods of determining their future action. 

To the conscience-haunted brethren, Joseph gave 
gracious assurance that he had freely forgiven them, 
and would be their guardian. It is worth while to 
take note of the types of character exhibited by the 
old meg the puissant Joseph, and the repentant 
brethren. The great thought of the narrative, as 
McFadyen has said, is ‘‘ Who can baffle the purpose 
of God?” 


II. REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

A leaflet containing the names of reference works, bearing on the 
current lessons wilf be mailed by The Sunday School ‘I:mes Co., upon 
request, for a two-cent stamp. 

McFadyen’s ‘‘ Messages of the Prophetical and 
Priestly. Historians " (48-52, 31-32) and Dods’ ‘‘ Gen- 
esis,” in the Expositor’s series (Chapters 28-30) furnish 
capital suggestions for the student of these chapters. 
Dods’ and Bennett’s smaller commentaries are help- 
ful in regard to details. 


III. SUGGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 

{This section aims to outline, in a form suited for discussion, the 
themes in which adults will be interested. It is intended to be sug- 
gestive rather than exhaustive, to afford hints for a variety ot treat- 
ments rather than one unvarying method. j 

This lesson opens with a dramatic scene of forgive- 
ness, leads up to the happy results of the reconcilia- 
tion, and opens the way for a complete explanation 
of the whole course of history. Note 

1. The Generous Appeal of Judah (44: 18-34). 
Consider Judah’s speech as a model of unselfish ap- 
peal. Of what did it convince Joseph ? 

2. Joseph's Hearty Forgiveness. What reasons 
did he give them to allay their fears? Was his atti- 


‘his brother (Matt. 18 : 21-35). 
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tude permanent? What is the secret of unchanging 
forgiveness ? 

3. His Personality. Describe the rounded per- 
sonality of Joseph. What traits seem to you dis- 
tinctive ? 

4. The Venerable Jacob. In what ways did he re- 
semble'the Jacob of early years? Had his life been 
a disappointing one ? How did he look back upon it ? 

5. The Brethren. How must we account for their 
renewed anxiety after Jacob's death? What was 
Joseph's ey to their query? 

6. The Unchanging Purpose of God. How is it 
illustrated by the story of Joseph 

7. God's Power to Bring Good out of Evil. Does 
the story. describe any impossible or unnatural 
changes of character ? 


* Bostron::* . 
% 
World movements always have men for their 
hinges. 


The Young Folks’ Class 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


AVE one member of your class read the teaching 
of Jesus concerning forgiveness in the Sermon 
on the Mount (Matt. 6: 12-15); ask another to 

read his answer to Peter’s oy about forgiving 

et a third read the 
account of Christ’s own supreme example (Luke 23: 
32-43). Then read tothem Genesis, chapters 42 to 45 
interpreting sympathetically with voice only, without 
comment. No sermon on forgiveness could be more 
effective than this, and the hour will thus be well oc- 
cupied. Though the story of Joseph was written to 
show the plan.of Jehovah to fulfill his promise to 
Abraham (12 : 1-3), the center of interest is always in 
this scene where Joseph forgives his brethren. If 
you try to analyze the story, do so only so far as to 
aid your pupils to appreciate better its noble sim- 
plicity. Its chief points are these : 

The Discipline of a Forgiving Spirit. You could 
not say that Joseph ever cherished feelings of revenge 
toward his brethren. But he himself testifies to great 
changes wrought in him during his twenty-two years 
in Egypt. .He was made ready to forgive by his ex- 

rience of. the providence of God. e learned that 
in the: large: plan of God to bless all nations through 
a people he chose, it was necessary for some to suf- 
fer, and he estimated his suffering as belonging to 
that. plan (vs. 7,8; 50: 20; compare 1 Pet. 2: 21-24). 
The purpose of his brethren was only evil. But’the 
confidence that God would work out good steadied his 
life and sweetened his spirit. He could love in spite 
of wrong because God was using him for a great 
purpose. He was also made ready to forgive by 
having learned unselfish affection for his fellow-men 
through the discipline of slavery and the prison. He 
had been so busy in service which he came to enjoy 
that he had no time to nurse his wrongs. We may 
learn the same lesson (Rom. 8: 28). It is unworthy 
of one who is working with God to cherish hatred to 
those who put obstacles in his path which God makes 
stepping-stones for his journey. ‘‘ He is below him- 
self who is not above an injury.” 

The Temper Which Could Receive Forgiveness, 
It required wisdom and great patience in Joseph to 
bring his brethren to the condition where they could 
appreciate forgiveness after they came within his in- 
fluence. For twenty-two years they had not even 
inquired whether he was alive or dead. They had been 
content to assume that he was dead (42: 13). He had 
to make them suffer much before they began to be 
troubled by their guilt (42: 21, 22). Not till they con- 
fessed their sin (44: 16) could he hope that his for- 
giveness would bring genuine reconciliation. The 
voice of Judah (44: 33) could hardly be that of the 
man who had said, ‘‘Come, let us sell him to the 
Ishmaelites.” These brethren, whose cruelty to their 
younger brother had been inhuman, had begun to 
feel unselfish love. They had become capable of be- 
ing reconciled to Joseph. 

The Reconciliation Made Complete. The great 
statesman broke down and wept for joy at the 
pleading of his brother Judah for Benjamin. But 
they could not believe his love till he took in his arms 
the only one ot them who was guiltless, and wept on 
his neck. Then love took possession of them all and 
they talked together as one family. The way was 
opened for the children of Israel with their father to 
be established in the richest land of Egypt. 

To be in acondition to receive forgiveness one must 
freely confess the wrong he has done, must renounce 
the spirit that prompted it, and must be moved by love 
to men. To be in a condition to forgive, one must 
know that God is guiding his life for good, must live 
to fulfill God's plans, and must be moved by the same 
love for men as God’s love. When love meets love 
wrong is overwhelmed beneath it and forgotten. He 
who cannot forgive is as miserable as he who cannot 
be forgiven. 

Teach this story so that it may make known the 
heart of God towards those who have sinned against 
him: If goodness so tempers mercy in a man in 
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whom the Spirit of God is, what may not the repent- 
ant sinner hope for, coming into the presence of Bod ! 


Boston, 
od 
My Class of Boys 


By Eugene C. Foster 


[Several weeks in advance of the dates of the International Lessons 
Mr Foster teaches these lessons to a class of typical boys. He then 
recasts the teaching plan thus tested, if necessary, and the finished 
result is what he gives here to the readers of the Times. The sugges- 
tions are likely to prove almost as helpful for girls’ classes as for boys 
—Tue Epirtor}. 


he, week I requested my boys to read, between 
lessons, the forty-third and the forty-fourth chap- 
ters of Genesis. One promptly explained that 
he had already read through those chapters during 
the previous week, to see what had become of Joseph. 
The rest agreed to do as I asked. My first question 
for this lesson was, ‘‘ How many have read the chapters 
I asked you to read?” Four had read them as 
requested; three more had read a portion, one had 
forgotten to read the chapters, but was sure he 
remembered the story anyway. 

I proceeded to get the story from the boys with- 
out designating any boy to tell it. Any boy could 
tell a portion, others could join in or take up the 
thread of the narrative and carry iton, Boy-nature 
asserted itself at times ; as when a boy having told 
to a point where he was getting too deep for his mem- 
ory sdid : ‘‘Some other fellow go on ; I’ve told a lot 
already.”” About ten minutes were spent in this way, 
nearly every boy taking a hand. Then we stopped 
a minute to rehearse our discoveries of traits. of 
character noted in Joseph—obedience, faithfulness, 
wisdom. To fasten these upon our minds I talked 
again very briefly about each trait, trying to speak 
about it in a manner I had not used before. For in- 
stance, I said that the quality of faithfulness in my 
opinion would have made Joseph in these days a man 
sought after by positions, instead of a man who had 
to seek positions, or a ‘‘job.” It is good for a grow- 
ing boy to learn the difference between a-man seeking 
a job and a job seeking a man. 

Then we opened our Bibles to Genesis 45.: 1. This 
time I read the verses, while the boys followed. in 
their Bibles. I ventured a few brief comments. as 
we went along—never prolonged sufficiently to dis- 
turb the current of the story. ‘‘ Wept aloud,” gave 
occasion for explanation as to the Eastern custom of 
loud wailing, found in later times among the Jews, 
and exemplified by the professional wailing women 
atafuneral. Joseph’s inquiry as to his father (v. 3) 
suggested a long interval without news. No tele- 
phones or telegraphs then ; no frequent letters... Ab- 
sence frequently meant no news from home for long 


“periods. . ’T'was good to see that Joseph thought 
p g Pp g 


lovingly of his father, even though he (Joseph) had 


‘been greatly exalted and honored. It’s a pretty 


cheap sort of a boy who will forget his parents when 
prosperity comes to him,. There are boys who do; 
but that isn’t the kind-Joseph was... Verse 7 sug- 
gested that Joseph knew of the promise that his 
family should become a great nation, and recognized 
that God had used him to preserve the family for that 
great purpose. 

All the while we were on the lookout for the nota- 
ble trait of character which would be associated with 
Joseph in this lesson. We turned to Genesis 50: 15- 
21. lread again, closed the Bible, and asked what 
the trait was. Some one said ‘‘kindness.’’ That 
was part of the answer, but not all. Some one else 
ventured ‘‘love for his brothers.” But I sought the 
key-word ; and when I said, ‘‘ His brothers had done 
him a great wrong. Did he hold this against them ?” 
One boy said quickly, ‘‘ Forgiveness.” 

I pointed out that forgiveness is a quality of great- 
ness. This is borne out in the lives of many who 
have made history. It doesn’t seem possible for an 
unforgiving man to be a great man ; at least it seems 
quite improbable. So we had now four notable traits: 
obedience, faithfulness, wisdom, forgiveness, The 
boy who weaves these into his character builds for a 
fine, strong manhood. 

Just here a boy said: ‘‘But can any one have 
wisdom ?” We discussed it. Several seemed to 
think that wisdom was denied to some. But again 
I pointed out that wisdom such as Joseph had was 
more than learning only; and I laid great emphasis 
on the source of wisdom, and the promise of wisdom 
which God has frequently made to his people. And 
with that we closed. ' 
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The Secret 


By Joseph A. Torrey 
OW blest is he who can command 
Warm heart, clear head, sure feet, strong hand, 
These may be thine, if, with surrendered soul, 
Thou yield thyself to God’s supreme control. 
MANCHESTER, Mass. 
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_ LESSON FOR MAY 12 (Gen 45: 1-15; 50: 15-21) 





[ Children at Home 
Along Creek Banks 


By Charles McIlvaine 


VERY boy and girl loves a creek. 
E It is like a bargain counter loaded 
with pretty things, excepting that 
one can get them for nothing ; wade, 
dabble, swim in the pools, fishing ; 
pebbles, mosses, ferns, odd insects, ani- 
mals,—all to be had for the taking. 
Nature’s treat in the cool water of 
springs snuggling in the banks ; enjoy- 
ment of an orchestra in the bird song, 
insect hum, and many acharming peep- 
‘show in the daily life of plants, fish, 
birds, frogs, and lots of other things not 
usually seen unless we look for them. 

If it happens to be a warm, early 
spring morning, the folds of swamp- 
cabbage, rolled into pointed bundles, 
purple in color, are standing up bravely 

‘against the cold in nooks where mud has 
settled and the swamp-alder waves its 
graceful tassels overthem. The swamp- 
cabbage will never give a favorite per- 
fume, but the beauty of its make-up 
will pay well for close examination. It 
is the earliest ‘plant of the new spring. 
I have seen its Rints sticking up through 
snow and ice. 

The adder’s tongue is a hurry-up sum- 
mer plant, and good friend of the swamp- 
cabbage. ‘Two spotted leaves hold its 
flower stalks upright, each with its yel- 
low flower. 

Later the spice bush tufts its leafless 
branches with yellow. It is easily told 
by the taste or smell of its spicy bark. 

The witch-hazel tree — gray-barked 
and scraggy—flowers in the winter 
when the leaves are falling, and takes 
nearly a year to ripen and scatter 
the seeds. In old times, when witches 
were very much talked about and feared, 
‘but when none ever lived, old men and 
women having the name of being 
witches were often herb doctors, and 
‘gave all sorts‘of simple medicine. ‘The 
‘juieés of the witch-hazel roots were a 
cure-all with them, so it was called 
witch-hazel. It is not positively known 
that it is good for anything, though 
much used to this day. 

The oak, beech, birch, and dogwood 
are among the trees which hold their 
branches over the ripples and __ popls. 
Spruces, hemlocks, shrubs without num- 
ber, each interesting in its way, droop, 
sway, shake the sunlight to where it 











Appendicitis 
Not at all Necessary to Operate in Many Cases 


Automobiles and appendicitis scare 
some people before they are hit. 

Appendicitis: is often caused by too 
much starch in the bowels. Starch is 
hard to digest and clogs up the digestive 
machinery—also tends to form cakes in 
the cecum. (That’s the blind pouch at 
entrance to the appendix. ) 

A New Hampshire girl had appendi- 
citis, but lived on milk for awhile—then 
Grape-Nuts, and’ got well without an 
operation. 

She says: ‘‘ Five years ago, while at 
school, I suffered terribly with constipa- 
tion and indigestion.” (Too much starch, 
white bread, potatoes, etc., which she 
did not digest.) 

‘*Soon after I left school I had an at- 
tack of appendicitis, and for thirteen 
weeks lived on milk and water, When 


I recovered enough to eat solid food there | 


was nothing that would agree with me, 
until a friend recommended Grape-Nuts. 

‘*When I began to eat Grape-Nuts I 
weighed 98 lbs., but I soon grew to 115 
Ibs. The distress after eating left me 
entirely, and now I am like a new per- 
son.” 

(A little Grape-Nuts dissolved in hot 
water or milk would have been much 
better for this case than milk alone, for 
the starchy part of the wheat and barley 
is changed into a form of digestible sugar 
in making Grape-Nuts.) Name given 
by Postum Co., Battle Creek, ich. 
Read the little book, ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. “Thete’s a Reason.” 
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glistens and sparkles as the waters play 
with it. 

In the thorny clusters of greenbrier 
(which is a smilax) the hardy robins 
winter, pheasants and quail feed upon 
the seeds, and take refuge when hawks 


a are sniffing to scent them. 
ut it is the creek itself that is the 
real charmer. By night and by day it 
sings over its pebbles. Its murmur is 
lulling, sweet, musical. It never com- 
lains. On, on it goes, dancing, spark- 
ing, now and then resting in pools or 
napping under roots. The bank-swal- 
lows tickle it, the kingfisher dives, swift 
as an arrow, to rob it of its fish that the 
little ones jn a hole in the bank may not 
go hungry. The green heron- fly-up- 
the-creek—darts its dagger-like beak 
after minnow or pollywog with an aim 
that never fails. Its long legs are for 
wading. Some one asked Mr. Lincoln 
how long he thought a man’s legs ought 
to be (Mr. Lincoln had very long legs). 
He said he did not know, but he thought 
they ought to be long enough to reach 
the ground. A green heron’s neck has 
to be long enough to reach to the game 
which plays about its feet. 

The muskrat is a busy fisherman. He 
is especially fond of the mussel. So is 
the raccoon. They dig them from their 
beds in muddy shallows, carry them to 
a convenient stone or stump at the creek- 
side, and then open their shells skill- 
fully to get at their luscious contents. 


dining places. ‘The muskrat digs his 
hole just under the water’s edge. It 
slants upward for a long distance. He 
| lives high and dry in his grassy nest at 
|the end of it. The coon has his home 
in some hollow tree. Like the polecat, 
the opossum, and owl, he prowls at night, 
and believes most things eatable to be 
|hisown. Why not? 
; So many interesting things crowd the 
creek banks that it is hard to stay with 
the winning creek. Even the cat-bird, 
sometimes offended, scared, or impa- 
tient at our uninvited visit to its home, 
gives its complaining mew. We ought 
not to remember it. ‘The cat-bird—first 
cousin to the mocking-bird—is the sweet- 
est, merriest songster of all birds, ex- 
cepting his cousin.. He is a mocker, too. 
I have heard him tease many a bird by 
mimicking it. ‘He has often deceived 
me until I have found him out. I have 
laughed at him, and quietly told him that 
I did not know as much asI thought 1 
did. (The sooner we discover this, the 
sooner we will want to learn more). 

The stay-at-homes, while others are 
enjoying the mountain resorts and sea- 
side places, can have justas good a time 
as they and much more comfort in the 
freedom of home, if they take their holi- 
days along the creeks. The sunfish is 
as gamey as any mountain trout, and 
harder to get from the water. I always 
fish for it with a small hook tipped with 
worm, and throw it as lightly upon the 
water as if it was a fly. This plan is 
not so solemn as watching a cork, and 
catches more fish. 1 make it a rule to 
never kill more than will be eaten. No 
sweeter fish was ever fried than the 
sunfish. No inlaid armor was ever so 
beautiful as its many-colored scales. 





sandy creek edge lies well in the sun. 
Here in coarse sand and small pebbles, 
which it gathers into a slightly raised 
heap, it lays its eggs, and is savage as a 
cat in chasing away enemies. The more 
wary chub, the greedy red-fin, the bait- 
| stealing minnow, now and then a wide- 
mouthed cat-fish, reward even the un- 
skilled fisherman, 

Over the branches of under-water 
er sacks of jelly, filled with jelly- 

eads having dark centers, are grace- 
fully swung. These are frogs’ eggs 
hung to the sun’s heat and changing 
water of the current that they may 
hatch. If the eggs are in long strings 
and looped over the plants, they are 
toads’ eggs. 
old wigglers, shaped like tennis bats, 
dive to hide under mud or sunken leaves. 
These are tadpoles. On the bank sit 
yellow and speckled -throated frogs, 
propped on their bowed forelegs, asking 
with surprised eyes, ‘‘ What in the world 
are you, and what are you after?” 





are looking for them, or the gunners’ | 


Often its nests can be seen where the | 


Close by them dozens of | 


SCHOOL TIMES 


The “ slider” (mud tortoise), humped- 
backed and mud-crusted, slides off log 
or stone, plumps awkwardly into the 





Skeleton of a Tortoise. 


water, and swims to cover, The black, 
yellow-spotted tortoise, scrambles among 
| the weeds, and sticks his head quietly 
| above water to see what is going on. 
| There are many great differences be- 
| tween tortoises and turtles, Both have 
| their backbones and ribs on the outside 





The ribs of the tortoise are united (solid) 
theirentire length; the ribs of the turtle 
are separate atthe ends. They spread 
out from the backbone, like the spokes 








Skeleton of a Sea Turtle, 


of a wheel. The well-known snapping- 
turtle is a tortoise. So is ‘the land or 
box (turtle) tortoise. 

A brown hair is hard to find among 
the white upon my head, yet when sum- 
mer days come, I grow homesick for the 
beautiful Indian run, which was the joy 
of my boyhood, and which yet frolics 
with gladness as it leaps into the more 
beautiful Brandywine. I pack my night- 
cap and knitting, as I call my bundle, 
and off I go to the old haunts, where I 
catch minnows, frogs, tortoises,—where 


upon thecreek banks. Blessed are those 

who have a country home and life asa 

background to childhood’s days. 
CAMBRIDGE, Mp. 
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the lest missionary work in the Sunday 
school? See the editorial on the first page, 
*s The Sunday-School’s Next Move." 








Reverence for the Bible increases with knowl- 
edge of it. They know it best who have a per- 
fect translation of the Hebrew and Greek text. 
The only perfect translation is the 


American 
Standard Bible 


Edited by the American Revision Committee 


Universities, colleges, theological seminaries, 
Young Men's Christian Associations, great re- 
ligious papers, and leading clergymen of all 
denominations use and commend it, not only 
for its intellectual value, but especially for its 
religious helpfulness. 

The Teachers’ Edition contains Bible Dic- 
tionary, Concordance, maps and illustrations. 


formation. 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible publishers for $0 years 
37a East 18th Street, New York 





1 i ts. | of their flesh (what is called their shell). | 
Piles of pearly shells show their favorite | 
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The most important thing 


in the world to me is a lamp- 


chimney. 

I have been for years and 
years making the best, and 
always trying to make them 
better. I put Macsetu on 
them and no one ever disputes 


my claim. 


The Index explains how to get a MACBETH 
chimney to fit every lamp, and how to care 
for lamps. Sent free to everyone asking for it. 


Address, MACBETH, Pittsburgh. 


Where to Get Church or 
_Sunday-School Supplies 


INDIVIDUAL 


Communion Service 


Many materials, 
Man . 
Send for illus- 
trated catalogue 
No. 21. Mention 
name of church 
and number of 
communicants, 


GEO. H. SPRINGER, Mer. 
256-258 Washington St.. Boston, Mass. 


CHURCH ORGAN FOR SALE 


Three manuals and pedal, 44 stops, rebuilt within 
five years, with mahogany case, about 26 feet front, 
gold-leaf covered pipes and Ross water motors. Now 
in use and in, good condition. Reason for selling, to 
be replaced by larger gift memorial organ. For further 
particulars and inspection apply to 

WILLIAM H. HOLLISTER, Jr., 
203 Cannon Place, Troy, N. Y. 


THE, GENUINE MENFELY BELLS 


purest renned Sapper ; 
‘The most perfect, highest class bells in the world. 
Meneely & Co., Waterviiet. West ‘Troy P.O... N.Y. 


SUMMER VACATION IN 
Egypt and Palestine 












































I swim, wade, loll, and am a boy again | 


Have you read the offer of awards for 


These most interesting countries are not impossible 
in the summer months. ‘That impression has given 
way before the enthusiasm of those who have availed 


| themselves of the usual vacation period. 


We will take you to Jerusalem in comfort during 
July and August. Sail June 29th. Return September 
19th. Write for announcement. 14 se 
} 4 con . 
H.W. Dunning & Co., 8 o STON’? 


OXFORD MAPS 


By Prof. H. S. OSBORN, LL.D. 


The maps of PALESTINE and of EGYPT and 
SINAI are necessary for the current Sunday-school 
lessons. ‘These, with our mapsof WESTERN ASIA 
and ST. PAUL’S TRAVELS, will cover all biblical 
geography. ‘These maps are kept up to the most re- 
cent discoveries, and are accepted authority among 
students. Special terms for the maps as a set. 


OXFORD MAP PUBLISHERS, OXFORD, OHIO. 








All different, Corea, China, etc. 
0 STAMPS, Sci AGENTS WANTED 
NION STAMP CO., ST. LOUIS, MO. 








BIBLICAL COURSE By Mail. Write Pres. C. J. 


Burton, Christian College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 
different 
any address upon receipt of six cents in postage. 


Sample 
card con- 
taining 
patterns, 

Spencerian Pen Co. *K.b' Yan” 












12 pens, 
STEEL PENS = sent to 












HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name of Stewart 
artshorn on label. 
Get ‘* Iimproved,’’ no tacks wired 
Wood Rollers Tin Rollers 








Write for our free book, which gives full in- | 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concers 


| ing anything advertised inthis paper, you will oblige 


the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 








y 


re. 


cant? a 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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The Product of Forty Years Successful Experience. 
it Is natural we should know what the housekeeper wants, and how 
fo make it right. Try 2 cake of “‘RISING SUN,’ from your grocer. 
Dissolves instantly. Nothing like it for stoves. 


MORSE BROS., Props. 





Canton, Mass., U.S.A. 


























OXFORD BIBLES 


The oreine solved! Lar 


ust pu 


blished : Onto 
BLACK-FACED TYPE. 
Text, Reference, Concordance. 
For sate by all booksellers. 

Oxford University Press (American Branch), 91 and 93 sth Ave., New York 


et in a handy compass. 
a Brevier Bible. 


This is the ideal edition to earry about. 
Send for circular. 











Your Co-Worker 
Who Needs The 
Sunday School Times 


Needs just a word from you about the prac- 
tical value of the paper to the earnest Sunday- 


school worker. 


Please tell all such within your reach that 


any one not now a subscriber may have the 
paper for 


Three Months (13 weeks) for 25 Cents 


And why not yourself send it in this way to 
some one in whom you are interested? Could 
you spend 25 cents to better advantage ? 

The Sunday Schoot Times Company, 1031 Wainut St., Philadéiphia; Pa. 











Gye Sunday School Cines 


Philadelphia, April 27, 1907 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.”’ 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. ‘These rates include postage: 
75 cts Five or more copies, either to 

© separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 


75 cents each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 
$ 1 00 copies less than five, will be sent 
to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $4.00. 

° . One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TiMEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


OFT 
TWEE ATS IKRARDS 


THE ORIGINAL AND THE BEST. 
A post card not only attractive as a souvenir, but one 
which can be put to many practical uses by pastors, 
superintendents, teachers, and other church workers. 


12 Cards, no two alike, 25 cents, 
including such well-known songs as ‘“‘‘Ihat Means 
Me,”’ ** Glory for Me,”’ ‘* Face to Face,” “‘ Get Right 
with God,”’ “ Saved by His Grace,” and others. 

Send for circulat giving suggestions for their prac- 


tical use. 
151 Fifth Ave., 


TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. NEW oRE: 
GIPSY SMITH’S MIssion 


HYMNAL 


Including CHURCH HYMNS and GOSPEL SONGS 

The newest Sacred Songs, the famous Welsh Re- 
vival Songs, and 400 others used by the Great English 
Revivalist. Boards, $25; cloth, $30 per hundred; 
30 cents and 35 cents by mail. 


The Bigiow & Main Co., New York or Chicago 

















No advertiser in The Sunday School 
Times is ashamed of the neighbors he 
has in these pages. 











| were compelled to keep their beds. 
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| A Page of Suggestions for 





When the Cripples Were Guests 


Determined to have something new for 
Children’s Day, the program committee of 
the Markham Memorial Presbyterian Sun- 
day-school, St. Louis, several years ago in- 
vited the crippled children from the Bethesda 
Home for Incurables to attend as the guests 
of the school. Not all the patients were 
able to accept ; some were so disabled they 
But a 
score or more were led or carried in by the 
attendants. What a hush came over the 
school as these took their places in the front 
seats reserved for them! And what a greet- 
ing was given them at the signal from the 
superintendent! During the exercises the 
boys and girls from the school seemed to 
forget the presence of others—they talked 
directly to the cripples, whose eager faces 
looked up into theirs, Best of all was the 
gift of flowers to those whose lives held so 
little of brightness, When the birthday 
offerings were made, the blossoms were 
passed to the guests, instead of to the chil- 
dren ; and then the plants and flowers from 
the platform were distributed among them. 
How happy they were as they received the 
gifts, and how gladly they promised to carry 
blossoms to those who were bedfast, back at 
the Home! Then the entire school stood 
while the cripples passed from the room, 
with the invitation to ‘come again ’’ ring- 
ing in their ears. 

‘“*The best Children’s Day we have ever 
had,’’ was the judgment of hundreds, both 
pupils and teachers, as they followed their 
guests down the stairs, 
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Some New Motion Songs 


A band of children, holding in their hands 
sprays of field and garden flowers, appear 
upon the rostrum singing the following verses. 
The very little children who take part in the 
closing song of this exercise should form a 
row in the foreground. 


Motions 


Roses and lilies may be lifted upward during 
the singing of the first two lines. 

Snowball blossoms may be shaken in the 
fourth line. 

In the chorus, the flowers may. be swung back 
and forth to the rhythm of the first two lines. 


Introductory Song 
(Melody, ‘‘ Wonderful Peace."’) 


‘The roses are blooming in garden and lanes, 
‘The lilies their white cups are lifting. 
The clovers are dotting the hillsides and 
plains, : 
The snowballs their white flakes are drift- 


ing. 
The birds sing and swing 'midst the blossom- 
ing trees. 
All Nature in beauty rejoices, 
And children bear onward on each errant 
breeze, 
The sweetness of their mingled voices. 


CHORUS 


Sing, swing, 
Blossom and bird, 

Child heart, sing gladly thy lay ; 
For the Master loves you, 
And his promise is true, 

He blesses this Children’s Day. 


‘*The children are meeting in temples of prayer ; 
They enter each welcoming portal, 
And hear once again the words sent from 
above 
That makes happy childhood immortal. 
The Master of men, as of old, bids them 
come 
To his arms in the joy of life’s morning, 
And he shows them the way to the heavenly 
home, 
Their spirits with graces adorning.’’—CHo. 


A child steps forward and recites or sings | 


this little poem : 


** Children’s Day, 
Children’s Day, 

When in skies afar 
Shone above the homes of men 

Heaven's guiding star. 
And a little baby lay 

On its mother’s breast, 
Bringing to a weary world 

Smiles of tove and rest. 


— 





** Children’s Day, 
Children’s Day, 

When the Master came, 
Bade the children come to him, 

Called them each by name. 
Blest them with immortal word, 

‘Taught them joy and peace, 
Gave them visions of his love, 

That shall never cease. 


** Children’s Day, 
Children's Day, 
When upon the air 
We together lift our hearts 
In glad song and prayer, 
Praising him whose life of truth 
Blesses us alway, 
Serving him who gave to us 
7 Gur glad Children’s Day.” 


Song for the Little Children 


(Melody, ‘‘ Precious Jewels.’’) 
Motions 


First stanza, hands lifted holding blossoms. 

First chorus, the older children back of. the 
little ones, lift their arms, fingers touching to 
form the bending skies. 

Second stanza and chorus, sing joyfully, the 
hands clasped over the flowers. 


** Rosy bl ms, 
Rosy blossoms, 
The meadows adorning 
Now meet in the Saviour’s 
Pure sunlight and love. 


CHORUS 
The summer skies hover 
Far over 
The blossoms. 
They praise God 
And serve him 
This glad Children’s Day. 


** Little children, 
Little children, 
Are meeting this morning 
To sing of their Saviour, 
His peace and his love. 


CHORUS 
His great heart caresses 
And blesses 
The children. 
They praise God 
And serve him 
This glad Children’s Day." 


While the melody is repeated softly, the 
children leave the platform.—M/arie Zetter- 
berg Peterson, Galesburg, Ill. 
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Home-Made Decorations 


Last year we decided that instead of hav- 
inge the-Sunday-school room decorated by a 
florist, for Children’s Day, we would let the 
children themselves do the decorating, think- 
ing it would give them a greater interest in 
the day, and that it would be more in keep- 
ing with the spirit of the occasion. Accord- 
ingly, our Superintendent announced this to 
the school, and asked the children to bring 
whatever flowers they could the day before. 
To encourage them in this, he gave out a 
number of tin buckets, such as those with 
which the children play in the sand, and asked 
each class receiving one to bring it back 
filled with flowers, 

These little buckets were filled with roses 
and other garden flowers, and were set around 
the front edge of the platform. Right in the 
center, however, and leaning against a small 
stand, which for the day took the place of 
the Superintendents desk, was a cross of 
daisies resting on a base of the same, This 
cross was made of two pieces of thin boards 
nailed together, around which common 
wrapping twine was bound in every di- 
rection. Then the cross was covered with 
daisies, by ‘tucking the stems under the 
strings. To form the base, a large pan of 
water was filled with bunches of daisies. 
The cross rested on top. Bunches of daisies 
were also placed on the floor around the pan 
to conceal it. 

At the rear of the platform is a huge black- 
board, the frame of which reaches nearly to 
the ceiling. A full width of white crepe 
paper was draped across the top of this 
frame, caught up here and there with 
rosettes of the same. Strips of this crepe 
paper also extended down the sides of the 
frame, thus concealing it. 




















- haps ten feet in length. 








LESSON. FOR MAY 12 (Gen. 45: 1-15; 50: 15-21) 








Children’s Day Committees 


—_—_ 





On the blackboard, artistically printed in 


- different colored chalk, were the words, ‘‘ Re- 


member now thy Créator in the days of thy 
youth.’’ Underneath this inscription, across 
the bottom of the board, was festooned a 
garland of daisies, fastened at either side of 
the board 

Standing on the platform in front of the 
center of the blackboard was a little table on 
which was placed an immense market basket 
packed full of daisies. To conceal the basket, 
a wooden bucket filled with long stemmed 
daisies, put in irregularly, was placed on a 
low chair in front of it, an enormous bow of 
white crepe paper being placed on the bucket 
to hide that. Another bucket or two also 
with large crepe paper bows, were filled with 
flowers ; and these with several pots of large 
plants, were’ set around the platform. 

It was a simple decoration, but very effect- 
ive ; and very inexpensive. And best of ail 
was the increased interest it gave the children 
in the day.— Zl/a Louise Hackett, Philadel- 
phia. 
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Have you read the offer of awards for 
the best missionary work in the Sunday- 
school? See the editorial on the first page, 
“* The Sunday-School’s Next Move.” 
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“A Voyage” 


It would be difficult to find a better illus- 
tration of a program, with an organizing 
thought and_a logical development of the 
idea, than the Children’s Day exercise, ‘‘ A 
Voyage,’’: used by the Sunday-school of the 
Calvary Baptist Church, Washington, D. C., 
in June, 1906. The program evidences the 
careful work done by the committee in 
charge, ‘which, according to the custom of 
this school, was appointed an entire year 
before the anniversary. Superintendent 
P. H. Bristow says: ‘‘ It was perhaps the 
most unique program ‘we have ever had, and 
one. of the most beautiful and instructive. 
The theme was the voyage of life, and it was 
most appropriately and beautifully described. 
Some of the parts were selected and some 
written for the occasion. The decorations 
included;a.full-rigged ship, sails all set, per- 
During the singing 
of a song by-the. kindergarten department, 
** Sailing, sailing,’’ the boat, which had been 
arranged for the purpose, was kept in con- 
stant motion. It was so realistic as to make 
a number of people ‘ seasick,’ and it was all 
about as effective as that.’’ 

Following the preliminary musical and 
processional numbers, the prayer, the Scrip- 
ture lesson, and the offering, this was the 
program : 


Thought for the Day: Over the 
Sea of Life 


The Foreword 


Recitations : ‘‘ Pilgrims of the Sea,’’ ‘‘ The 
Voyage of Life,"’ ‘* Like unto Ships."’ 
Song, ‘‘ We are Little Sailors,’’ primary. 


Making Ready 
The Sailors’ Requisites (five children). 
The Sailors’ Rules (six children). 


En Voyage 
Recitations : ‘* With Wind and Tide,’’ ‘t The 
Two Ships."’ 
The Pastor's Talk: ‘‘ Whither Bound ?”’ 


Hymn: ‘Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me.” 
In Time of Storm 
Recitations : ‘‘'A Song of Hope,"’ “I Am 
Here,"’ ‘‘ His Presence,’’ ‘‘ To the Rescue.’’ 
Hymn: ‘ Throw Out the Life-line.”’ 
Nearing Home 
Recitations: *“‘ Unto the Desired Haven,"’ 
** Going In."’ 
Ladies’ Semi-Chorus : ‘‘ Crossing the Bar.”’ 
Prayer. 
Choral Response : ‘* The Lord bless thee and 
keep thee. 
Hymn : ‘* Jesus, lover of my soul."’ 


Benediction. 


Some of these hymns and recitations are 
within the reach of every committee, and, 
with this suggestive outline before them, 
probably no committee would have much 
difhculty in filling the gap. 





A Primary Exercise 


(In many schools the classes in the primary 

department are named. Each class has a 
banner made of silk or some other material, 
with the name printed or embroidered open 
it.) 
Have the children march in singing any 
appropriate hymn. ‘* Jesus, teach us day 
by day’’ is good. Let one child in each 
class carry the banner for his class. After 
the hymn, have the whole class recite the 
passage of scripture appropriate to the name, 
or an individual may recite the verse. 

At the close of the recitations, have the 
children march to seats singing a stirring 
hymn, such as ‘* Children of the heavenly 
King.”’ 

Here are some suggested names for classes, 
with passages of Scripture for all of them, and 
stanzas for six: Armor Bearers, Soldiers of 
the King, Buds of Promise, Willing Hearts, 
Sunbeams, Bright Jewels, Little Learners, 
Helping Hands, Young Pilgrims, Early 
Seekers. 





Soldiers of the King.—Verse: ‘* Endure 
hardness as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.’’ 
Hymn: 


‘* We are soldiers of the King, 

Battling for the right. 

We are marching on to God 
With shield and buckler bright. 

We are soldiers of the King, 
Valiant, brave, and true, 

Always doing with our might 
What we find to do." 


Armor Bearers.—Verse: ‘* Wherefore 
take unto you the whole armor of God, that 
ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand.’”” Hymn: 


‘* We armor-bearers proudly stand, 
Obedient to the King's command ; 
Faithful in everything we do, 
Waiting in patience firm and true, 
Each ready at the battle cry 
To‘answer, ‘ Master, here am I.’ "’ 


Willing Hearts.—Verse: ‘* For it is God 
which worketh in you both to will and to do, 
of his good pleasure.’”” Hymn: 


‘* What precious gifts the King of heaven 
To children here on earth has given : 
Our eyes to look up to our God, 

Our ears to hear his Holy Word, 
Our tongues his wondrous works to tell, 
Our willing hearts to serve him well."’ 


Buds of Promise.—Verse: ‘*Lo, I am 


with you alway, even unto the end of the | 


world.’”?’ Hymn: 

‘* Every swelling bud we see 
Gives promise of a fragrant flower. 
Our lives are like the tiny buds 
Unfolded thro’ the Saviour's power, 
Abd. nurtured by his loving care, 
At length burst forth in blossoms rare."’ 


Sunbeams.—Verse: ‘*Let your light so 
shine before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your father which is 
in heaven.’?’ Hymn: 


‘* Like sunbeams Jesus bids us shine, 
For he has made each life a light 
‘lo shed its radiance everywhere, 
And made the darkest places bright. 
Like golden sunbeams we will shine, 
And scatter seeds of love divine.’ 


Bright Jewels.—Verse: ‘‘ And they shall | 


be mine, saith the Lord of hosts, in that day | 


when I make up my jewels.’”? Hymn: 
‘* We are the beginners’ class, 
We are jewels bright, 
Every one a priceless gem 
In the Father's sight. 
We will help, too, in our way, 
We can sparkle day by day.”’ 


Little Learners.—Verse : 
well.”’ 


**Learn to do 


Young Pilgrims.—Verse: ‘‘ My Father, | 
thou art the guide of my youth.”’ 

Early Seekers.—Verse : ‘* They that seek 
me early shall find me.”’ 

Helping Hands.— Verse: ‘* Whatsoever 
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.’’ 
—Mary C. Mathews, Southern Pines, N. C. 
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New CHILDREN’S DAY MUSIC 


“ BANNER OF LOVE” and 
** LOVE’S TRIBUTE "’ 


Two new and superior Children’s Day Services by 

Adam Geibel and —~ well-known and representative 

writers. 5cts. 3 = id (for 10 cts. we send 

two others also) ; ‘Sa. undred, not prepaid. 
9 CHILDREN’S” DAY CAROLS 


and 245 other selections found in 


WORLD-WIDE HOSANNAS 
the popular Sunday-school book now in its oth edition. 
30 cts. per copy, postpaid ; $25.00 per 100, not prepaid, 
CHOIRMASTERS AND ORGANISTS 
Write oe Epieeen anghes of a onthe. free oo - 
. quest. Send for free catalogue of everything we publis 
The Westminster Press ADAM GEIBEL MUSIC COMPANY 
Pypeanmesene : er Ra St. (Successor to Geibel & Lehman) 





UNIQUE IDEAS FOR 


Children’s Day 


Children’s Day Button, in colors. 
Heart-shape Celluloid Bookmark. 
Hoffman Bangle of Christ. 


New Illustrated Invitation Post Cards, 
For the superintendent or teacher’s use, 





Send five cents for a complete sample set of 
these souvenirs, including a Children’s Day 
- catalogue, for examination before ordering. 
































CHICAGO : 192 Michigan Ase. 1226 ARCH STREET, - PHILADELPHIA 
St, Louis : 1526 Locust &. a 
» CA elegr: ve. 

Nanwituk ize Reurth Ave, Noh. || CHILDREN’S DAY Services 
_ FLOWERS AND PRAISES Samples 

HILDREN’S DAY MUSIC SUMMER'S GOLDEN 4 messAoe | 
our tor 
& s BOWER OF BEAUTY 12 cents 


a YOUNG, by Lore 
ns. 
THE CALL OF SPRING, by ra B. Wilson 
Free samples of each to ore rintenhents or 
choristers mentioning this paper. 
CHILDREN’S DAY TREASURY No. 17 
tons: Drills, ablesus Ideas Yor Decorating, 
Bxcrcises, te. es F 
SPRING CANTATAS FoR CHILORES 
QUEEN 0’ THE MAY (new, ere f 


gy IN PAIRYLAND, b 
THE RAINBOW 


Cantata for June, or the Summer season, is 
Plora’s - rthday. 25 cents the copy. 
r Sacred Song Post 


Souven Cards. 
25 cents . dozen. Send for list of titles, 


Gospel Song Writing Tablet. 
50 sacred songs, photo of composer on 50 sheets 
paper, tableted, 25 cents. 


Phila., Pa., 1018-20 Secs St. 
Hall-Mack a York, 156 sth A 
PUBLISHERS) Chicago, 95 B. hay St. 
Susie for the 
GAR and ARIANDB te 


- cut ORE services aad e bundey Sone ates aes 


Enclose 10 cents in stamps for ae roll - peeaeeed 
i | above. Price Day... 8 rdoz. Post -, cana 

UB tt ° le 
160 FRE LORENZ P Stecaiew oPire| Bt. egos bar 3 or the yacace ae . Sweet melo- 


pRB ate AYTON, OHIO dies easy to learn. Price 30 cents roe tamps taken 
ofr ME DA ARTEN. EG 


gates of Specie en Pages of choir 
music he asking. Name this paper. 
FOR CHILDREN'S DAY |i 'ettsetitepsritics.. 


THE CHILDREN’S JUBILEE. By Gabriel. 


CHILDREN’S DAY. By Fred. A. Fillmore. 9 
RECITATIONS AND EXERCISES. 32 - Fo an 
music), 10 cents. 


Send for our full catalog of music of all kinds. Many 
new and interesting musical announcements in it. 
FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
528 Elm St., Cimcinnati, O. 41-43 Bible House, N. Y. 


CHILDREN’S DAY MUSIC 

f two fine services mailed anywhere: 

THe ae OF THE ROSES and ON THE 

KING’S HIGHWAY. Spr sues s5.cemts dozen; 
.ooa hun 


cae 308 "Arch Se: Peta Be | CHILDREN’S DAY MUSIC 


Children’s Carols No. 3, just. published, and two 
others, will be sent postpaid upon receipt of 10 cents 
i ren’ S ay ervices in stamps, each service containing from ro to 12 songs, 
responsive reading, and many recitations. Price, 55 
all different, mailed, once only for 10 cents, it name | cents pee. dcen Bet Gbo r hundred, postpaid. 
of superintendent and Sundayschool is given. THER  Pabtichers. 
HOPE PUB. CO., 150 Michigan Ave., ICAGO | 1 104-108 yo KL Street, Chicago, Ilinois. 


1907 Children’s Day Services. Price. 4.00 per 100, postpaid. 
“PATRIOTIC PILGRIMS.” St"$" “JEWELS.” Srimary- 
for Child *s Day, Fle Day, H stH i 
|** BLOSSOMS BRIGHT,” pS Temes Sscvice: Ste. dar cops. dot par don, postpaid. 
Write for Returnable Copies of ALL Children’s Day Services,—ALL Publishers. 
THE HEIDELBERG PRESS, - : . + = 1310 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA, 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING | 


Wedding Invitations Hotels 


WEDDING and Commencement invitations and THE HAMILTON 14th & K Sts., N. W. Washing- 
announcements, $2.50 per 100, including inside ton, D. A modern, home-like hotel on the 

and outside envelopes. 50 visiting cords, & 35 Agents American plan ; good table; liberal management ; 

wanted everywhere for visiting cards. Send for sam- lendid location ; convenient to all places of interest : 

ples. ey A Forman, Tenth and Arch Sts. 9 » Philadelphia, pee me accommodated, $2.5 per, day and u 

- — For particulars and booklet ad pens Irving O. Bali. 
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We have three new services : 

* THE GOD OF NATURE 

SONGS OF SUMMERTIME 

* THE SERVICE OF THE 1 ong 

* Orchestra score, ten parts, $1.00. 
Send 10 cents for samples, the above three and others. 

TULLAR-MEREDITH CO. 

150 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 57 Washington St., Chicago. 


















































Proprietor. 
Typewriters = 
POSTAL TYPEWRITER, $25. Only real typewriter Opportunities 
at low cost. Combines universal keyboard, strong 
manifolding, mimeograph stencil, cutting. Visible 23,400 represents the annual salaries of positions now 
open on our books. Free registration. ‘* No po- 


writing, interchangeable type rints from ribbon. Im- 
perfect alignment Sapossible. Will stand hardest wear; | Sition— “The Kinsh Re en form —— on applice- 
| practically accident proof. Agents wanted. Write | ion. Pe ene ee nk See reer eee? 

Postal ‘l'ypewriter Co., Dept. Ste Norwalk, » Conn, a 


First M Mortgage Farm Loans 
Patent Lawyers ABSOL LUTE SAFETY is assured investors in our 


PY ENTIONS needed to pooyont wrecks and save | North Dakota first mortgage farm loans. Ever 

labor. Write Mason Fenwick & Lawrence, Patent | Tsk pense inspected. Farm lands steadily in- 
Lawyers. Box B, Washington, D.C. Estab. 1861. Book- | Cre2sing in value. We have had fourteen years’ ex- 
let free. References : Rev Muir, A. M. McLach- rience in this territory, loaning nearly Two Million 
lin, banker, Wash., D.C; ‘Rev. E. B. Palmer, Phila. »Pa. Jollars without a penny loss or the foreclosure of 


ibis i a_ single mortgage, by one of our investors. Best 
Poultr 


of references furnished. Correspondence solicited. 

; Farmers’ Trust Company, Fessenden, Wells County, 
RHODE Island Reds ; Light Brahmas ; White, Buff, 
Barred and Black Rocks; Buff, White, Golden 


North Dakota. 
and Silver Wyandottes ; Brown, Buff and White Leg- | 


horns; Black Minorcas and Black Javas. Hardy, pro- At 20 cents a foot you can make your lawn tence 
| lific, farm bred, fine stock. For birds, mederate prices, | the most attractive in your neighborhood ; gate 
or “eggs to hatch” at ro cents each, write Walter | go. 50 up. Best galvanized wire, special white ename 
Sherman Sunnydale), N Newport, R. 1 coating. Booklet on request. Agents wanted. Acme 


| Wire ence Co., 7o1 E. Atwater, Detroit, Michigan. 
Book Salesmen ’ 


























For the Home 








Travel 
WANT ED, high grade experienced book salesmen ~annenenee 
for managing agency, new educational work, | EU ROPE, via Gibraltar, Italy to Scotland—June 20 
1,000 illustrations, colors, absolutely different from the | °~ and 29. 


everse route—August 17. Hest ref- 





book idea, backed’ by the educators. State experience. | erences; ninth year. Illustrated book; map. W. A. 
eG. King Co., Springfield, Mass. | Johnson, 917 Madison Ave., Baltimore, Md. 


























THE BUTCHER 
Y SPOTLESS 
TOWN 





This is the Butcher of Spotless Town, 
His tools are bright as his renown. 

To leave them stained were indiscreet, 
Por folks would then abstain from meat, 
And so he brightens his trade you know, 
By polishing with SAPOLIO. 


There is no appetizer like cleanly 
surroundings, That is why the But- 
cher keeps his tools and every part of 
his shop spick and span. It’s as true 
of the home: shining cooking utensils 
and table furniture give a relish to the 
plainest meal, and a cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in plain sight guarantees that every 
thing about the kitchen will be clean 
as a new penny. 








Syracuse 
University 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 

Otters, beside requier " Courses, 
Mechanical, fice cal, snd Che Engineer- 

ng, Architecture, Music, Painting, Law, 

Medicine, Sociology, Pedagogy. 

Over Porty of the leading Universities of this 
country and Europe are represented on the 
Faculty of the College of Liberal Arts. 
Tuition expenses are so moderate that they 
are less than the fees in some colleges where 
free tuition is given. Send for catalogue. 

SUMMER SCHOOL, July 5 to August 16. 


Bulletin sent on application. 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
-By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, May 12, 1907. Lessons from 


the Patriarchs. IV. Joseph. 
(Psa. 105 : 16-24). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Loved and envied (Gen. 37 : 3-36). 
TUEsS.—A ew servant (Gen, 39: AP 
_WeEbD.—Helpful in prison (Gen. 39 : 20- 
40 : 22). 
‘THURS.— Wiser than kings (Gen. 41: 14-16). 
FRI.—Forgiving (Gen. 45 : 1-15). 
Sat.—Believing the promise, 














| was no weaklin 
| wareree soul. 
to) 


| duties were lat 
| with simple, steadfast faithfulness, and | 











In a Shadow 
inveterate Tea Drinker Feared Paralysis 


Steady use of either tea or coffee often 
produces alarming symptoms, as the poi- 
son (caffeine) contained in these bevy- 
erages acts with more potency in some 
persons than in others. 

‘‘T was never a coffee drinker,” writes 
an Illinois woman, ‘' but a tea drinker. I 
was very nervous, had frequent spells of 
sick headache and heart trouble, and 
was subject at times to severe attacks 
of bilious colic. 

‘*No end of sleepless nights—would 
have spells at night when my right side 
would get numb and tingle like a thou- 
sand needles were pricking my flesh. 
At times I could hardly put my tongue 
out of my mouth, and my right eye and 
ear were affected. 

‘* The doctors told me I was lable to 
become paralyzed at any time, so I was 
in constant dread. I took medicine of 
various doctors, and no end of patent 
medicine,—all to no good. 

‘*The doctors told me to quit using 
tea, but I thought I could not live with- 
out it-—that it was my only stay. I had 
been a tea drinker for twenty-five years ; 
was under the doctor's care for fifteen. 

‘‘About six months ago I finally quit 
tea, and commenced to drink Postum. 

‘*T have never had one spell of sick 
headache since, and only one light at- 
tack of bilious colic. Have quit having 
those numb spells at night, sleep well, 
and my heart is getting stronger all the 
time. Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read the little book, ‘‘ The 
Road to Wellville>” in pkgs. 
a Reason.” 





Name five traits in Joseph that you like. 
How do his trials typify yours ? 
Where do we need Josephs to-day ? 


OSEPH was of the pure in heart. 
There was nothing, accordingly, 
that he needed to fear. The cae 

evil that can ever really hurt us is 
the evil that is within us, and allowing no 
evil in his own heart, Joseph was abso- 
lutely secure. The body could be pun- 
ished and shut up in a dungeon, but 
Joseph was free. The clean-souled men 
are always free, even though impris- 
oned, and the foul-souled men are 
always enslaved, even though at liberty. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 











And Joseph was high-natured. He 
cherished no grudges. He did his best 
to rectify wrong;"*bat no malice i 


in his heart, All evil spirit hurts the 


one who has it more than any one. It 
strikes back on men. The pure and 
lofty-hearted and accomplishin 
will drop it out of his life. It does no 
good to any one. It does harm to every 
one. z 


We may not attain to Joseph's place, 
but we can show Joseph's spirit in our 
own place, 


B. & B. 


shopping by mail 








Only difference between buying thru the 
mails at this store and shopping personally, 
is that skilled buyers select the goods for 
you in place of doing it yourself. 

The entire Store with all its resources and 
advantages are yours-just as much as if you 


were here personally, even to the delivery of 


goods, 

We prepay shopping charges on all pur- 
chases of $5.00 within a radius of five hun- 
dred miles — on $10.00 anywhere: in the 
United States. 

Try our Mail Order plan—send for large 


The temptations that came to Joseph | new Catalog which tells all about it. 


did not get into Joseph. ‘He threwthem | 


Also describe several styles Corset Covers 


off as long as he could, and when they | you would like—and we will select them 
would not be thrown off, he simply | from an assortment of twenty-five styles at 


escaped from them by leaving them. 


The falsehood and injustice which fol- | 


lowed fell upon his person, but not upon 


| him. His clean heart was at peace. 


b 
Joseph was.of the firm of will. He 
-or hesitant, timid, 
s a boy, he‘had been 
straightforward and ancgnensling, but 
when in Egypt, in Potiphar’s. home, 
tipon-him;:he bore them 


did his work afd resisted his temptations 
with a stréng and. coftrageous. mind. 
And later, when greater responsibilities 
came to him, he did. not shrink nor shirk, 
but met all ‘that came ns agAimlgrony 
relying upon God to enable 
whatever werk God set for him to do. 
< 
Joseph was of the cheerful-hearted. 


He met the exciting experiences of his | 


life without whining or: complaint, and 
we: may be sure made the best of them, 
as we are told he did of his prison ex- 
perience in Egypt. What life brings, 
we cannot escape. . Why not take. it 
cheerfully ? 
mourning’ or repining? Such a spirit 
only darkens and depresses. We do not 
need to deceive others or ourselves. 
What hurts hurts, and when we are hard 
hit, we gain nothing by denying it. But 
we can ‘accept joyfully what is sent to 
us, and wait God’s gocd time until de- 
liverance comes. 


Joseph was of the modest and humble- 
minded. He did not lose his head. If 
he was put in a position of authority, he 
took on no airs. Whether in Potiphar’s 
house or on Pharaoh's throne, he kept 
his head steady. Honors did not spoil 
him. His people were his people still, 
and he did not forget his father. Suc- 
cess is some people’s worst enemy. It 
spoils what good qualities they had, and 
gives them no new ones to replace what 
has been spoiled. We may know in part 
whether it has spoiled any of us by ob- 
serving whether we feel any shame for 
our origin and people. 


b 4 

Joseph was a man of efficiency and 
energy. He could be trusted with work. 
He accomplished things. Men always 
discovered this, and gave him opportu- 
nity. The men who are willing and 
able to work may sometimes be crowded 
out of employment, but it is not the rule 
of life. God needs workers, and he sees 


‘There's | that workers are not idle for want of 
| opportunity to do. 





him to do 


What gain can come from | 


| §Oc each. 


Address reply to section 59. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Alleghény P.O. Pittsburg, Pa. 








No article is more useful 
about the stable than Mica 
Axle Grease. Put a iittle on 
the spindles before you ‘‘hook 
up”—it will hélp the horse, and 
bring the load home quicker. 


MIGA AXLE 
GREASE 


wears well—better than any 
other grease. Coats the axle 
with a hard, smooth surface of 
owdered mica which reduces 
tiction. Ask the dealer for 
Mica Axle Grease. 








& h JUST ISSUED! 


e 
Primary 
Department 


BY ETHEL J. ARCHIBALD 
Five illustrations. Price, 50 cents. 


Advance orders already received seem 
to indicate that there will be an imme- 
diate and large demand for this practical 
handbook. It is intended for teachers 
and superintendents of primary grades, 
and discusses all the necessary phases 
of a primary teacner’s problems and 
work. It is filled with practical working 
plans, and contains suggestions as to 
teaching methods and outlines of pro- 
grams for the various exercises of the 
class and for special occasions, such as 
Christmas and Easter. 

Send order to your bookseller, or di- 
rect to the publishers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
to3t Walnut: Street, Philadelphia, \ Pa. 
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That’s the Cocoa 
that stands for both 


Quality ana Economy. 


Have you learned how 
to save %) your cocoa? 


i 
Send !0c. for trial can, 


| Stephen L. Bartlett Co., 


BOSTON. 














CHAIN of testimonials from den- 
tists in practice attests the une- 
qualled excellence of Dentacura Tooth 
Paste. It cleans the teeth, destroys 
bacteria, prevents decay. It is applied 
tg the brush without the waste attend- 
ing the use of powder. That you may 
know by experience its value we will 
send you free a sample tube of Denta- 
cura and our booklet, ‘* Taking Care of 
the Teeth.’’ Write at once. Offer ex- . 
pires June 1,’07. Dentacura may be 
had at most toilet counters. Price, 25 
cents. If your dealer does not have 
it we will send it on receipt of price. 
DENTACURA CO., 
222 Alling Street, Newark, N. J. 






















BECOME 


ites : 

“I have found the course intensely jeal, 3 
helpfal and easily comprehended. i have ae | 
quired confidence in myself for I have been 
tanght how te nurse to the satisfaction. of & 
physicians and patients. I réeesive $8.00 a 
Gay and am busy all the time.” 

Endorsements by thousands of nurses 

and physicians. Write for janatory 

“Blue k” and stories of score 

Oheutauqua 


THE CHAUTAUQUA SCHOOL OF NURSING 
285 Main St, Jamestown, NOY, 





